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Foreword 


ANIEL’S Prophecy of the Seventy 
Weeks is perhaps the most remark- 
able passage in all the prophetic 
Scriptures. The high rank of the angel who 
brought the message and the solemn manner 
in which it was communicated, attest the great 
importance of the revelation. The meaning of 
the passage, however, is beset with difficulties, 
and the attempts to solve them have resulted 
in widely different views of the fulfilment of 
the last week. 

The true interpretation must be in harmony 
with the whole revelation of Redemption. 
No explanation can be sound which departs 
from the analogy of all other prophecy. Dr. 
Ross unfolds the true meaning of this 
prophecy, not by fastening upon the time 
periods, but by comparing Scripture with 
Scripture, and so discovering the real content 
of the message. This is the only safe and 
wise way of dealing with any part of the Word 
of God. He finds that the last week is the 
period in which the Seventy Weeks culminate, 
the time in which Messiah’s redeeming work 
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is accomplished, beginning with the First and 
ending with the Second Coming of the Lord, 
the first half of the Week being fulfilled in the 
earthly ministry of Christ, the last half in the 
present Christian dispensation. This is surely 
the most worthy consummation for the Seventy 
Weeks, and the most satisfying explanation of 
the rightful purpose, -significance and applica- 
tion of the prophecy. 

It is an interesting and significant fact that 
the angel Gabriel appears only at one other 
point in the course of Divine revelation. It 
was he who announced the birth of Christ’s 
forerunner and the birth of Christ Himself. 
The same ministering spirit who was chosen 
of God to convey this sublime prophecy to man 
was chosen again to bear the tidings of its ap- 
proaching fulfilment. 

Joun McNIcot. 

Toronto Bible College. 


Preface 


T is with considerable hesitation that this 
| little volume is given to the public. Any 
new book upon the subject here presented 
is apt to be looked upon with not a little sus- 
picion. So many in writing upon this and 
allied themes have attached such strange mean- 
ings to the Word of God that the whole sub- 
ject has been discredited by many. No hobby 
is ridden in this volume, neither is any effort 
made to project a new meaning into the won- 
derful prophecy here expounded. This book 
is a sincere attempt to arrive at, and explain 
the true significance, design and time applica- 
tion of Gabriel’s Vision of the Seventy Weeks, 
special attention being given to the Second 
Half of the last Week. There are so many 
peculiar and misleading applications made of 
this prophecy that it behooves us all to ear- 
nestly and devoutly seek the true application. 
Moreover, much in this volume is now in 
direct opposition to the author’s teaching in 
former years and to the teaching of many very 
excellent Bible students in the present. The 
author once believed and taught that Daniel’s 
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Seventieth Week belonged entirely to the 
future, to the period of time between his 
private and public manifestations, spoken 
of by many as “the Lord’s coming for his 
Church and his coming with his Church.” In 
connection with this it was held that the Church 
~ Age was an unreckoned period of time in Dan- 
iel’s prophecy. It is now claimed from an inde- 
pendent study of this prophecy in connection 
with many other prophecies that the Seven- 
tieth Week of Daniel began in history with 
the birth of Christ in Bethlehem and will end 
in history with the Second Coming of Christ 
in Glory. There is no “unreckoned”’ period 
of time in Daniel’s prophecy. Seventy Weeks 
of prophetic years was the complete period of 
time determined or “ cut out” from history by 
the Eternal Divine decree. Israel, the Church 
and the world are now in the last half of 
Daniel’s Week which is fast hastening to a 
close. 

In this volume there is an honest effort to 
permit the Word of God to explain itself. 
Throughout its pages the hidden meaning of » 
some passages, phrases and words is made clear 
by the plain meaning of other passages, phrases 
and words. In writing upon this passage the 
author is not a prophet nor the son of a 
prophet; he is not a scientist, a philosopher, a 
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scholar nor even a historian; he is simply and 
only a humble expositor of the passage before 
him. He has honestly tried to arrive at the 
mind of the Holy Spirit as He inspired Daniel 
to receive and record the prophecy and to pre- 
sent that mind or thought to the comprehen- 
sion of the ordinary student of the Bible. 

“ Honour to whom honour is due”! It will 
be noticed by intelligent students that a num- 
ber of the interpretations given here are those 
commonly held by the best Bible teachers and 
writers of this and other lands. To quote all 
the authors from whom many ideas in this 
volume have been taken would make a much 
larger book than would be profitable. We 
have studied a number who claim that this 
prophecy, with practically all the rest of the 
Book of Daniel, was already history when the 
prophecy was delivered. This view puts in- 
spiration upon a very low plane and fails to 
make its point. We have also studied a num- 
ber of writers who project the Seventieth 
Week of Daniel, in its application to history, 
away in the future and we claim that this view 
also fails to make its point. Notwithstanding 
the fact that we could not agree with much 
presented by these two schools, yet they had 
many excellent suggestions for us in the study. 
In particular, I wish to acknowledge my in- 
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debtedness to David Brown, D. D., Joseph A. 
Seiss, D. D., LL. D., William Kelly, Benja- 
min H. Charles, D. D., E. B. Pusey, D. D., and 
James M. Gray, D. D. 

There is a companion volume to this work, 
entitled ‘ Our Glorious Hope,” which begins 
in its study where this one leaves off. It takes 
up the subject of Our Lord’s Second Coming 
and is a particular study of the Nature, Ground, 
Content and Influence of this wondrous theme. 
It should be read after a careful perusal of 
this book. 

With a prayer that God may bless this work 
and make it an instrument to keep Christian 
people from falling into error, to enlighten 
them in the Truth as it is in Christ and to aid 
them in preparation for a better world and 
life, the author sends forth this volume. 


mat fe 
Chicago, Il. ee) 
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THE SEVENTY WEEKS 


“ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and three score and two weeks; the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. And after three score and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself; and the people 
of the Prince that shall come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a 
flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are de- 
termined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week; and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for 
the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that de- 
termined shall be poured upon the desolate.” 


—Daniel 9: 24-27. 


I 
INTRODUCTORY 


standing of this wonderful prophecy, we 

must get into our hearts the contents and 
purpose of the whole Book of Daniel. The 
exile of the people of God into Babylon forms 
the historical basis of the prophecies that this 
book contains, as is implied in the first chapter, 
which commences with the beginning and 
ends with the termination of the captivity 
(1: 1,21). A new stage in the history of the 
theocracy begins with the captivity. Daniel 
was carried away captive at about the age of 
twelve years and was held in bondage until 
about the second year of Cyrus, King of Per- 
sia, which would be about seventy-two years. 
He died at the age of eighty-four years. 

In the first chapter of Daniel, we have a 
biographical and historical introduction. In 
this introduction we have Daniel, a captive in 
exile, a representative of his nation in its long 
period of servitude. This is apparent in sev- 
eral things brought out in the chapter. For 
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instance, there is his separation from the peo- 
ple round about him. Though he lives among 
them and is in bondage to them, yet he main- 
tains his identity throughout all circumstances 
and at all times. Then there is his spiritual 
insight into dreams far exceeding that of the 
Magi which illustrates the divine superiority 
of the covenant people over their heathen mas- 
ters. Following upon this we have his faith- 
fulness to God as a result of which he is given 
great honours and. dignities by the world to 
which he is held captive, a type of the giving 
of the earth rule at last to the people of the 
saints of the Most High. 

Daniel’s personal history is the foundation 
of his prophecy. It is a fact that the prophets 
sometimes had to experience in their persons 
and lives something of what they foretold 
would come to pass. David experienced much 
of Christ’s sufferings in his own person before 
he sang and prophesied concerning them. For 
this reason we have the biographical sketch of 
Daniel and his friends throughout this book 
and especially in its first chapter. We must 
remember that Daniel prophesied throughout 
the whole period of the exile, which was 
seventy years. 

The second part of the Book of Daniel 
presents to us the historical aspect of its theme 
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and is included within chapters two to seven. 
In this part we have the development and 
destiny of world governments purely from a 
historical standpoint. In the third part of the 
book, chapters eight to twelve inclusive, we 
have the prophetical part which gives us the 
development and destiny of world governments 
exclusively in relation to Israel, beginning with 
the Babylonian captivity, about 606 B.c., and 
running right on through our own time to the 
Second Advent of the Messiah when Israel 
again will be the dominant nation. At the time 
that Daniel wrote and these prophecies were 
given to him, Israel, though in captivity, looked 
forward to the coming of the Messiah, not only 
for their spiritual salvation but also for their 
literal and visible restoration to the Kingdom 
as well. The prophecy which Israel needed at 
that time was one which gave promise of a 
future spiritual salvation and a pledge of fu- 
ture restoration to world dominion and so 
much of the history and development of world 
powers as would elapse before the final con- 
summation. The period of Daniel’s proph- 
ecies then, is from the downfall of the Jewish 
nation at the captivity in 606 B.c., till its final 
restoration, which is, in relation to our time, 
yet future. The general survey of the de- 
velopment and final destiny of world govern- 
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ment fittingly precedes the disclosures as to the 
immediate future. Daniel wrote the first 
chapter, the first and biographical part of his 
book, together with all of the third part, chap- 
ters eight to twelve inclusive, in the Hebrew 
language, which related to the people of God 
in their own tongue. Then he wrote the sec- 
ond part of the book, chapters two to seven 
inclusive, in Chaldee, the language of the world 
governments of the time, referring to the rule 
of the world power under which he and his 
people lived and suffered during the seventy 
years of their captivity. By writing the book 
in these two languages, the divisions of the 
book were clearly marked. ‘This is most sig- 
nificant, for had a later author written the book 
he would have used the Hebrew throughout so 
as to be understood by his contemporaries, 
This would have a more immediate reference 
to his own times. 

Now, let us come to the chapter before us. 
In the first place, we notice that the date of 
_ this chapter is given, for it was in the first year 
of the reign of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, 
of the seed of the Medes, which would be 
therefore about 537 B. c., just one year before 
Cyrus permitted the Jews to return from exile 
and sixty-nine years after Daniel had been car- 
ried away captive at the beginning of the cap- 
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tivity. The nation of Israel in exile had ex- 
pected their spiritual salvation and national 
restoration to be accomplished at the end of the 
captivity. But Daniel is told by Divine reve- 
lation that seventy times seven must elapse 
even after the literal seventy years of exile and 
that then the Messiah would come in His glory, 
but before coming in His glory He would ap- 
pear in humiliation, be cut off, and, in His 
death, put away the sins of the people. Dan- 
iel’s prayer and confession is included between 
verses three and nineteen of our chapter. 
According to God’s ancient promise (Lev. 
26: 39-42), if Israel in exile for sin should re- 
pent and confess, Jehovah would remember for 
them at that time His covenant with Abraham 
and bring about their national deliverance. 
Jehovah’s promise was absolute, but at the 
same time prayer was appointed to precede its 
fulfillment, this, too, being the work of God in 
His people, as much as the external and na- 
tional restoration which was to follow. In this 
prayer Daniel takes his people’s place of con- 
fession of sin, thus identifying himself with 
them, and, as their representative and inter- 
ceding priest, accepts the punishment in his 
own person and life for their iniquity. In this, 
surely, he typifies the Messiah “ Who was to 
come,” the gracious Sin-bearer and the great 
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and heavenly Intercessor. The prophet’s life 
and experience form the fitting starting point 
of the promise concerning atonement for sin. 
He prays for Israel’s restoration as asso- 
ciated in the prophets with the glorious 
coming of the Messiah. The revelation 
now granted in answer to his prayer and 
confession breaks up into its successive 
parts that which the prophets, in pro- 
phetical perspective heretofore saw together 
in one, namely, the deliverance from the 
Babylonian captivity and the fuller and com- 
plete redemption of the nation yet future, 
which will be finally accomplished at the Mes- 
siah’s Second Advent. God’s servants of old 
had hoped many a time that now their de- 
liverer was at hand, but had to wait from age 
to age and to view preceding fulfillments only 
as the pledges of the coming of Him Whom 
they so eagerly desired to see and to welcome. 
Christian believers throughout this age who 
think that the Lord’s coming is near, are in 
like manner expected to joyfully continue 
waiting. So Daniel is here informed of a long 
indefinite period of seventy prophetic weeks of 
years before the Messiah’s coming in glory, 
instead of a literal seventy years as he 
and the people of God in captivity at that time 
had expected. 
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Daniel’s petition was granted by God before 
his prayer was finished and that exactly accord- 
ing to the promise of Jehovah. This fact is 
stated twice over, for he says, “ It was whiles I 
was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel 

touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation.” The hour of the evening 
sacrifice was about three o’clock in the after- 
noon. This gives us the time of day in which 
Daniel was engaged in prayer. .When the tem- 
ple stood and the people were in their own 
land, this hour was devoted to sacrifices, but 
now while they are in captivity it is given to 
prayer and intercession. Daniel, during the 
whole captivity in Babylon, a period of seventy 
years, never forgot God’s temple worship but 
spoke of its rites, long abolished, as still in use. 
The people of Israel were not allowed to offer 
sacrifices in Babylon; they had no altar there. 
When Gabriel appeared to Daniel, he spake 
unto him, saying, “I am now come to give 
thee skill and understanding.” By nature man 
cannot understand the thoughts, feelings, pur- 
poses and plans of God and hence the necessity 
for a Divine Revelation. Daniel is informed 
by the Divine messenger that “at the begin- 
ning of his supplication the commandment 
came forth and I am come to show thee.” 
This means that the promulgation of the Di- 
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vine decree was made in heaven as soon as 
Daniel began to pray and that it was sent forth 
from the throne to Daniel at that moment. 
The reason for this revelation is given in the 
words “ Thou art greatly beloved.” Literally 
this statement means, “ Thou art a man of de- 
sires.” Daniel was the object of God’s delight 
and in this also he stood as the representative 
of his people, for Jehovah had truly set His 
heart in grace upon that nation. John, the 
apocalyptic prophet of the New Testament, 
was the disciple whom Jesus loved; so Daniel, 
the apocalyptic prophet of the Old Testament, 
was greatly beloved. 

The prophet is commanded to understand 
the matter and to consider the vision carefully. 
The specific vision referred to is the prediction 
of the seventy prophetic weeks of Israel’s his- 
tory beginning with the return from Babylon 
to. Palestine about 444 B. c. and continuing 
down through the ages past our own time to 
the Second Coming of the Messiah. As Dan-. 
iel was commanded to understand and consider 
the vision, so we are ordered to do the same, 
and we will now seek to carry out that order 
by noticing several things in it. In the first 
place we will notice the Weeks, or Prophetic 
Years, preceding the last Half-Week, or 
prophetic period; then the Last Half-Week it- 
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self; after this we will see how this last Half- 
Week of Daniel’s prophecy is a description of 
a period of time elsewhere spoken of in the 
Scriptures as “ The Last Days.” Following 
this we will notice what will happen to world 
government at the end of the Half-Week, and 
will conclude by showing that the Half-Week 
of Daniel’s prophecy is the period of time in 
which we are now living depicted frequently 
as “ The Age of Grace.” 


II 
THE WEEKS 


ET us first consider the Weeks preced- 
ing the last Half-Week mentioned 
here. The angel said, “ Seventy 
weeks are determined.” For the word “ de- 
termined ” in the Authorized Version, we have 
the word “ decreed” in the Revised Version. 
The word “ determined” or “decreed ” here 
literally means “cut out,” referring to a spe- 
cific period in history separated by God from 
the whole course of time throughout which 
Jehovah is to deal in a particular manner with 
the Jewish people. So God did “cut out,” 
away back in history, a certain age or epoch 
in the history of the race in which He would 
deal with Israel! This age is to endure for 
“seventy weeks,” or, more literally, “ seventy 
sevens.” ‘The word “weeks” means “ sev- 
ens.” There are weeks of days and weeks of 
years. What we have here is weeks of years 
equalling four hundred and ninety years in all. 
This is a concealed way of speaking of a defi- 
nite period of time fixed in the purpose of 
God. The Babylonian captivity was a turning 
24 
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point in the history of God’s national people 
upon earth. It brought to an end the old dis- 
pensation theocracy. Up to that time the na- 
tion of Israel, though oppressed by foreign 
powers at times, was, as a rule, free. From 
the Babylonian captivity, the nation of Israel 
never recovered its full freedom down to its 
complete suspension by the Roman Empire in 
70 A.D. This period of Israel’s subjection to 
the Gentile powers still continues and, accord- 
ing to many prophecies, will abide with in- 
creased intensity until Messiah comes again, 
when Israel, the Jewish people as a nation, con- 
verted and spiritualized, shall be restored to 
be the head of the New Testament theocracy, 
which will embrace not Palestine alone, but 
the whole earth. The free theocracy as dis- 
played in Israel in olden times, ceased in the 
first year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
and the third year of Jehoiakin, king of Judah 
(Dan. 1:1), the point at which the seventy 
literal years of Israel’s captivity began. Be- 
fore that Israel had the right, if subjugated 
by a foreign power, to shake off the yoke, as 
an unlawful one, at the first opportunity. But 
the prophet Jeremiah, by divine inspiration, de- 
clared it to be God’s will for Israel during the 
captivity to submit to Babylon (Jer. 27: 9-11). 
Hence every effort during the captivity to 
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rebel was in vain. The period from the Baby- 
lonian captivity to the Second Coming, though 
abounding more and more in tribulations and 
afflictions for Israel, yet contains all that was 
good in the preceding ones, summed up in 
Christ, but in a way, and to an extent, visible 
only to the eye of faith. 

The full time then, in history, “cut out” 
by the “ decree’ of God is.“‘ seventy sevens,” 
making four hundred and ninety years in all. 
It must be remembered that we do not know, 
as far as the definite dates are concerned, ex- 
actly when this period began, or when it will 
end in the future. Keep in mind that this age 
is a prophetic period in history, and let it al- 
ways be clearly held by us that the dates in such 
a period, on the human side, are always inde- 
terminate. ‘They are always near enough to 
inspire hope and to give warning, and far 
enough away, and uncertain enough, to give 
absolutely no satisfaction to human curiosity. 
He who would fix definite dates in the future 
for the fulfillment of prophetic events, is not 
to be trusted as a Bible teacher. It would be 
well if those who seek to fix such dates in a 
prophetic era for prophetic events would care- 
fully study and believe Matthew 24: 36, and 
Acts 1: 7, 

But these ages including the last days, of 
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four hundred and ninety years, are divided into 
four successive parts, these parts being the 
sum total of the whole period. First, there is 
seven weeks, or seven sevens, which would 
mean forty-nine years; then there is sixty-two 
weeks, or sixty-two sevens, which include a pe- 
riod of four hundred and thirty-four years; 
and then one week, or one seven, which would 
include seven years. The one week of years is 
divided into two equal parts, making two suc- 
cessive periods of three and a half years each. 
Here we have in prophecy, four successive 
periods, the total including four hundred and 
ninety years. We notice that the first period 
of forty-nine years is dated from the edict to 
rebuild Jerusalem, including its walls and 
streets. “ Know therefore,” said the angel, 
“and understand that from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks.” 
There are four decrees concerning Jeru- 
salem recorded in the books of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. In fact, these two books ought to be 
read carefully as a commentary upon the previ- 
ous ages that we are now studying. The first 
decree was promulgated by King Cyrus of 
Persia and, according to Ussher, was issued in 
B. c. 5386. ‘This decree is recorded by Ezra 
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1: 1-8, and 2 Chronicles 36: 22, 23, and was 
for the restoration only of the temple in Jeru- 
salem. ‘There was nothing in the first decree 
concerning the walls, gates, streets and moats 
of the city. The second decree was issued by 
Darius, the king of Persia some time between 
B. C. 521 and 486. It is found in Ezra 6: 3-8. 
This decree did not determine anything new 
for Jerusalem but only confirmed that which 
had been previously promulgated by Cyrus for 
the rebuilding of the house of God. It is im- 
portant that we should carefully note this dif- 
ference between these two decrees, for other- 
wise they are certain to become confounded in 
our minds as we think about them. The third 
decree was issued by Artaxerxes, in the seventh 
year of his reign (Ezra 7: 11-26), on behalf 
of Ezra, which was a specific order, not for the 
rebuilding of the temple, but rather a royal 
commandment for the beautifying of the house 
of God in Jerusalem (Ezra 7:27). ‘There 
was nothing in this decree about the building 
of the temple nor about the rebuilding of the 
walls, gates, streets and moats of the city. It 
is claimed by some that this decree was issued 
about the year 458 B. c. These three decrees 
were all concerning the temple in Jerusalem, 
the first for its rebuilding; the second con- 
firmatory of the first; and the third for the 
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decoration, furnishing, and beautifying of the 
house of God. ‘There is only one decree re- 
corded which concerned the rebuilding of the 
city with its walls, gates, streets, moats, etc., 
and that was issued by King Artaxerxes in the 
twentieth year of his reign, which, according 
to Ussher, was in B. c. 434, but, according to 
Hales and Jahn, about zB. c. 446 or 444. You 
will find this decree recorded in Nehemiah, the 
second chapter, verses one to eight inclusive. 
This decree is obviously the one from which 
the “seven weeks” of our chapter runs, be- 
cause it is the only one of the four which con- 
tained “the commandment to restore and to 
rebuild Jerusalem.” The previous ages re- 
ferred to in this vision, then, date from the 
promulgation of the decree to rebuild the Holy 
City, but from the present condition of Biblical 
chronology, the date of that decree cannot be 
unanswerably fixed, further than to: say that it 
was issued somewhere between 454 and 434 
B.c. Many have tried to fix this date definitely 
as to the exact year, month and day and all 
their efforts have been in vain, the reason being 
that such a date belonged entirely on the hu- 
man side to prophetic times, and all such dates 
are placed securely in the Father’s authority. 
It would be wise on our part to leave them 
where He has securely placed them. 


es 
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But the passage says, “the street shall be 
built again and the wall even in (or notwith- 
standing) troublous times.” The wall of the 
city was completed in fifty-two days (Neh. 
6: 15), but how long it required to restore the 
streets, moats and gates, we are not informed. 
‘However, it does seem plain that the restora- 
tion of the walls, gates and streets of the city 
was completed in the latter part of the seventh 
week of years, just as the prophecy had fore- 
told. In regard to the troublous times amid 
which the restoration was to take place, the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah are the illumi- 
nating explanation. Up to the completion of 
the walls there was one succession of vexations 
on the part of the enemies of God’s people. 
These vexations were predicted between eighty 
and one hundred years before they were ex- 
perienced by Israel and they came to pass even 
as the Lord had said. There was opposition 
by ridicule, unholy anger, disheartened 
brethren, greed, graft and misrepresentation. 
One should read carefully Nehemiah, chapters 
four to six inclusive, for the explanation of 
Daniel’s prophecy, for therein we see how 
prophecy in every particular became history. 
But just when the forty-nine years ended we 
are not sure. It does appear as though it 
brings us down to the close of the period of 
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Old Testament prophecy and history. If we 
will remember that it was during this period 
that the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were written, 
it will appear clear that the first part of our 
previous ages was not only one of restoration 
and tribulation for the people of God, but one 
of revelation as well. 

The next division, the sixty-two sevens of 
years, brings us up to the time when Christ, the 
Messiah of God, was born into this earth. 
This is distinctly stated in the twenty-fifth 
verse of our chapter, so that from the time of 
the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the time 
when Christ, the Prince, was born in Bethle- 
hem, the total period had a duration of four 
hundred and eighty-three prophetic years. 
The two extreme points of this second part 
were distinctly marked by the close of the 
seven weeks, or forty-nine years, and its end 
by the first coming of the long-looked-for 
Christ. The whole long period of four hun- 
dred and thirty-four years, except its begin- 
ning and its end, is passed over by the prophecy 
in absolute silence. It was a period, however, 
of something over four hundred years, perhaps 
four hundred and fifty in all. The close of 
‘the Old Testament left Israel in two great di- 
visions with the mass of the nation scattered 
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throughout the Persian Empire. The Persian 
rule over Israel continued for about one hun- 
dred years, and seems to have been mild and 
tolerant. During the first hundred years after 
the close of the Old Testament prophecy and 
history, the rival worship of Samaria was es- 
tablished. During this period, also, Palestine 
suffered greatly from the constant wars be- 
tween Persia and Egypt, lying, as it did, be- 
tween the “anvil and the hammer.” In 333 
B. C., Syria fell under the power of Alexander 
the Great. That conqueror was prone to treat 
the Jews with favour, which he did, but upon 
the breaking up of his empire, Palestine again 
fell between the anvil and the hammer of Syria 
and Egypt. During this period (B. c. 320- 
198) a great many Jews were established in 
Egypt. Ins. c. 198, Palestine was conquered 
by Antiochus, the Great, and subordinated to 
Syria. 

At this time, the division of the land of 
Palestine into five provinces was made. It was 
also at this time that the Jews were permitted 
to live according to their laws under the rule 
of a high priest and council. About B. c. 180 
the land of Palestine became the dowry of 
Cleopatra, a Syrian princess, married to a 
king of Egypt, but upon her death the land 
was reclaimed by Antiochus Epiphanes. In 
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170 B. c., Antiochus plundered Jerusalem, pro- 
faned the temple and enslaved great numbers 
of the inhabitants. On December 25, B. c. 168, 
Antiochus, to insult and humiliate the Jews, of- 
fered a sow upon the great altar, and erected 
in the temple an altar to Jupiter. During this 
time also, Antiochus prohibited the Jewish 
worship of the temple and compelled the 
Israelites to eat swine’s flesh, contrary to their 
laws. But the excesses of Antiochus provoked 
the Maccabean revolt, which resulted in the re- 
possession of Jerusalem on the part of the Jews 
in 165 B.c. The Maccabees then purified and 
rededicated the temple, and reéstablished all 
the old-time altar services. Some time after 
this, a civil war followed, which was termi- 
nated by the Roman conquest of the land in 
63 B.c. InsB.c. 47 Antipater was made the 
Procurator of Judzea by Julius Czesar, and ap- 
pointed his own son Governor of Galilee. Fol- 
lowing upon the murder of Cesar, disorder 
reigned in Palestine, and Herod fled to Rome 
for safety. There, in 40 B. c., he was ap- 
pointed king of the Jews and returning to 
Palestine, he conciliated and quieted the peo- 
ple by a political marriage. Herod was king 
when Jesus Christ was born. In the latter 
part of this more than four hundred years be- 
tween the Old Testament and New Testament 
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history, there arose the two great sects known 
as Pharisees and Sadducees. From the time 
that Old Testament history closed, to the time 
when New Testament history began, a period 
of over four hundred years, the Jewish people 
suffered great affliction in a variety of ways. 
- Their bondage in Babylon was not comparable 
with what they suffered when scattered 
throughout the Persian Empire, and when 
seeking to live in their own land under the 
domination of foreign powers. Into the midst 
of such a people and such a social order gov- 
erned by Rome, by an Idumzan usurper, Jesus, 
Messiah the Prince, of our prophecy, the Christ 
of God, was born into human flesh. The 
sixty-two sevens of years predicted in this pas- 
sage spans this period between the Old and the 
New Testament and brings us up to the birth 
of Christ. As far as revelation is concerned, it 
was a period of silence; as far as history was 
concerned, it was a period of great suffering 
for the national people of God. 

This brings us to the third division of Dan- 
iel’s previous ages, the one week or one seven 
of years, which is divided into two parts. 
There has been, and is, a great deal of er- 
roneous thinking and teaching about this 
seventieth week of Daniel. Let us put away 
all preconceived ideas and prejudice and seek 
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to secure the true significance and historical ap- 
plication of this seventieth week. There are 
many brethren, excellent Bible students and 
teachers, who make bold to repeatedly declare 
that between the end of the sixty-nine weeks 
and the commencement of the seventieth and 
last week of this prophecy, there is an unreck- 
oned, undeterminate period of time which is 
now running on, and is known as the “ Church 
Age.” The “Church Age” has had a history 
up to date of about two thousand years. These 
brethren put this final week of Daniel’s proph- 
ecy in the future from this date, and between 
what they call the Lord’s coming for His 
Church and the Lord’s coming with His 
Church. Sometimes we see this age illustrated 
on charts and spoken of as “ The Great Tribu- 
lation Period.” Rev. C. I. Scofield, D. D., a 
good representative of this teaching, places this 
week away in the future, and says, “ When the 
church age will end, and the seventieth week 
begin is nowhere revealed. Its duration can 
be but seven years.” It will be noticed that 
Dr. Scofield believes that this seventieth week 
will be some time in the future, a period of 
literal seven years. For some years I believed 
and taught such things about this seventieth 
week of Daniel, not because I found them out 
for myself, but because others said and be- 
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lieved such things. Now I am persuaded be- 
yond a doubt when this prophetic week began, 
that it is not altogether in the future, and that 
it will end at the time specified in the prophecy. 
I am persuaded that this last prophetic week of 
Daniel’s prophecy began at the First Advent 
of Christ and will end at the moment of 
Christ’s Second Advent. That this week had 
its commencement at the First Coming of 
Christ is clear from several considerations. 
First, the whole period of time “cut out” 
from the whole course of history by the Eter- 
nal Decree in heaven was seventy weeks of 
years, no more and no less. Why put an un- 
reckoned and an indefinite period between the 
last moment of the sixty-ninth week and the 
first moment of the seventieth week, when Je- 
hovah in His plan did otherwise? ‘Then, the 
last moment of the sixty-ninth week brings us 
up to that point in history where we have the 
birth of Christ in Bethlehem. Christ’s birth 
closed, finally and completely, the period end- 
ing with the sixty-ninth week. At that mo- 
ment in history, and not a moment later, the 
seventieth week began. ‘There was absolutely 
no interval of time left undetermined between 
those two periods. ‘The Eternal Decree joined 
those two periods in history in the manger at 
Bethlehem. Further, it was “after,” not in 
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the sixty-ninth week, according to the passage, 
that Messiah was to be cut off in crucifixion. 
Now if it were after the sixty-ninth week that 
Christ was to be crucified, then He was crucified 
somewhere within the seventieth week. In the 
twenty-seventh verse it was predicted that “in 
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice 
and the oblation to cease.” Who was to do 
this? Of course, Christ, Messiah the Prince, 
as mentioned in verses twenty-five and six. 
There is only one Prince mentioned in this 
prophecy, and He is now the Anointed Lord, 
our Redeemer. How did He make the sacri- 
fices and oblation to cease? In mercy and 
grace, by His vicarious death on the cross, He 
caused the sacrifices and oblation to cease, or 
to terminate, by fully atoning for sin in His 
own person on the tree. Yes, He caused the sac- 
rifices and oblation to cease by displacing and 
replacing the shadows with Himself, the Sub- 
stance. In His atoning death, Christ became 
the end of the whole law, including all the sac- 
rifices and oblations, for righteousness before 
God (Rom. 10:4). By offering Himself once 
for all Christ put away sin finally and com- 
pletely (Heb. 7: 27; 9: 26, 28). Having put 
away sin from before the face of God, He 
thereby caused the typical and symbolical sac- 
rifices of the old dispensation to be forever 
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terminated. Now that the reality has come, 
why any longer the shadow? But remember 
that this was to take place in the “ midst” of 
the week which was fulfilled in history when 
Jesus yielded up the ghost on Calvary. The 
birth of Christ opened the seventieth week and 
His death divided and broke it into two parts. 

Now the first half of the seventieth week ran 
from the birth to the death of Christ. But 
how long a period of time was that? It is not 
definitely known. We know that when Christ 
was baptized in Jordan “ He began to be about 
thirty years of age.” But how long was His 
public ministry? Some think that it lasted 
only for a period of six months; others think 
that it occupied a period of a year and a half, 
and still others are of the opinion that it en- 
dured for three years and a half, or there- 
abouts. There is no safe way of fixing the 
duration of time which ran between the birth 
of Christ and the death of Christ. This is as 
we should expect, for those two dates and the 
epoch between them were all prophetic. Suffice 
it to say, however long that period of time was, 
it was spanned by our Lord’s life while living 
in the mortal body. His birth began it and 
His death ended it. 


III 
THE HALF-WEEK 


P AHIS leads us to think about the last 
part of Daniel’s prophetic era, the 
three and a half days, which repre- 

sent three and a half years in prophecy. This 

period of time began in history the instant that 
the previous one closed, with the death of 

Christ, for so had the heavenly decree deter- 

mined. This half-week has been going on 

since the death of Christ on Calvary, is in 
progress now, and will continue until some 
indefinite date in the future. 

But how do we know this? The events 
predicted in this prophecy will tell us plainly, 
that is, when we see how they became, and are 
becoming history in every particular. There 
are many events predicted here for the second 
three and a half days, or years, and the first one 
noticed is the destruction of Jerusalem, which 
actually became history in, or about, 70 A. pb. 
It says “And the people of the Prince that 
shall come shall destroy the city (referring to 
Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (referring to 
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the Temple).” It is agreed that “the people 
of the Prince” referred to are the Roman 
hordes who invaded Palestine in 66 a. p. and 
later destroyed the city of Jerusalem with its 
temple. The Prince mentioned does not refer 
to Titus, the Roman general, but rather to 
Christ, the Messiah. But some object here, 
saying, “ How could the heathen Roman sol- 
diers be said to be the ‘ people’ of the Prince, 
if Christ be the Prince?” ‘The Roman armies 
as instruments of judgment against the na- 
tional people of God were Christ’s armies 
(Matt. 22:7). It was not the Prince Him- 
self, but His people, His armed forces, that de- 
stroyed the city and the Jewish national polity. 
We might say that in a very real sense in the 
last great World War all the armies of the 
earth were His armies as instruments of judg- 
ment. It is clear, then, that the destruction of 
Jerusalem, with all that city represented, was 
predicted in this prophecy and has become his- 
tory, exactly as foretold. 

According to the prophecy, the dispersion of 
the Jewish nation over the earth was to be 
accomplished also within the second half of the 
seventh week. “ And the end thereof shall be 
with a flood.” The “ end” referred to was the 
termination of the kingdom of the Hebrews 
with their national religion and polity. It says 
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that the end shall be like a flood. This predicts 
and describes the ultimate completeness of the 
catastrophe which was to come upon the 
Jewish nation sometime within the period de- 
scribed as three and a half days. Has this pre- 
diction become history with the Jews? It is 
for us to obtain the answer from their history. 
Let us go back and see. 

According to Josephus, there were about six 
million Jews in Palestine when the war against 
them began in 66 a. p. It is estimated that 
2,500,000 fell in the war which ended in 
70 a. D. When we estimate Palestine as 
containing twelve thousand square miles, it 
would give 208 persons to each square mile as 
the number of the fallen. When we compare 
this with the number killed in the United States 
in the war from 1861-1865, we find a wide and 
significant contrast. The United States battle- 
field contained 800,000 square miles and the 
total number who fell during the war equals 
only one to the square mile, including those 
who fell in battle, those who died of wounds, 
disease and all other causes. The proportion is 
as 208 in Palestine to one in the United States. 
Thus we see how the end of the Jewish king- 
dom was like a flood. The land did not be- 
come depopulated altogether at the fall of 
Jerusalem. Large numbers of Jews still re- 
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sided in the cities that were left standing. At 
intervals they annoyed the Romans with their 
rebellions, especially in places outside the coun- 
try. In the year 130 a. D., the last effort was 
made by the Jews to throw off the Roman 
yoke, which resulted in their complete and 
final overthrow. In Kitto’s “ Palestine,” page 
408, we read, “ Of the Jews it is estimated that 
580,000 died on the field and the remnant that 
escaped mostly perished by famine and disease, 
or amid the flames of their ruined cities. Un- 
der these ruthless devastations, the whole coun- 
try was at last converted into a desert; the in- 
habitants were either slain or driven into exile, 
and the Divine denunciations were now fully 
accomplished against this misguided people, 
that should be scattered among all the nations 
of the earth.” Another writer says, “ The sup- 
pression of this rebellion marks the final deso- 
lation of Judzea and the complete dispersion of 
its inhabitants. ‘The whole of Judzea was made 
like a desert. About 985 towns and villages 
lay in ashes; fifty fortresses were razed to the 
ground and every Jew was strictly debarred 
from entering the city.” Thus we can see 
plainly how the prophecy, “the end thereof 
shall be with a flood,” was literally fulfilled 
by the expulsion of the Jews from Palestine 
and their dispersion over the face of the globe. 


THE HALF-WEEK 43 


Still further, not only have we the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and its temple with the later 
dispersion of the Jews over the earth predicted 
in this prophecy, but we have also their long 
period of tribulation as well foretold. Ac- 
cording to the Authorized Version, it says, 
“ And unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined.” According to this reading, the 
“end” would refer to the termination of Jew- 
ish nationalism, which was reached about 
130 a. D. In the Revised Version there is a 
different reading, which, doubtless, gives the 
real significance of the prophecy. It is, “ And 
even unto the END shall be war; desolations are 
determined.” It seems to me that in the last 
part of verse twenty-six there are two “ ends.” 
The first phrase says, “ The end thereof shall 
be with a flood.” That refers to the sudden 
and complete end of the Kingdom of the Jews; 
the next phrase says, “ Even unto the end shall 
be war.” In the last part of verse twenty-seven 
the “end” is referred to again, and is trans- 
lated by our word “consummation.” In the 
Revised Version it reads, “ Even unto the full 
end shall wrath be poured out.” In verse 
twenty-four we see that the end of sins is pre- 
dicted. In the second “end” of verse twenty- 
six, and the “ full end ” of verse twenty-seven, 
we have not the end of sins, nor the end of 
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law, nor the end of the Jewish nation, nor even 
the end of the war, but the end, or termination, 
of the second half of the seventieth week. In 
fact, the complete half of the seventieth week 
is spoken of as “ the end,” or “ the time of the 
end ” frequently in Daniel. In chapters 8: 17- 
19; 11: 35-40, and 12: 4 and 9, it is spoken of 
as the “time of the end.” According to the 
prophecy, the time, or epoch, of the end was 
to begin at the midst of the seventieth week 
and continue until the dominating power of 
world governments over the Jews was broken 
and the people of God possessed the kingdom. 
The duration of “ the time of the end ” is three 
days and a half or three years and a half, and 
agrees perfectly with the last half of the seven- 
tieth week of this prophecy. 

According to Jeremiah (chapter 30: 7) “ the 
time of the end ” is the period of Jacob’s trou- 
ble. Now what we must notice carefully is 
that the whole time of “ the end” or the second 
half of Daniel’s week, wars and desolations for 
Israel and the world powers generally, were de- 
termined or fixed by Divine decree. This is 
precisely what our Lord predicted for the 
whole of this age from His death on the cross 
to His Second Advent in glory. Surely none 
will dare to say that what Daniel foretold and 
the Lord predicted for Israel in this age has not 
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come to pass. Is it not true that for nineteen 
dreary centuries the history of the Jews has 
been one almost uninterrupted tragedy? Scat- 
tered throughout the world, scorned and hated 
of all nations, they have been forced to suffer 
every form of persecution which men have 
been cruel and ingenious enough to invent. 
Words fail to depict their sufferings. To tor- 
ture, rob and exile them, the despotism and hate 
of a hundred kings has been exhausted. They 
have been bought and sold as slaves. Many of 
the plagues that devastated Europe were as- 
cribed to them with horrible results. In 
France, throughout whole provinces, every 
Jew was burned. In Germany, their history 
for centuries is a hideous chronicle of human 
cruelty. Even in England their persecution 
sketched in outline by Sir Walter Scott in 
Ivanhoe, is nothing to the lurid picture which 
he might have drawn. 

As for Spain, no land in the world has 
equalled it in wreaking cruel wrath on the un- 
offending Jew. Thousands upon thousands in 
that country were burned alive. Hebrews 
themselves consider their terrible expulsion 
from Spain a misfortune equalled only by the 
destruction of their city and the ruin of their 
temple. We shudder at the brutal policy of 
Russia toward the Jew even to-day, but let us 
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not forget that all other so-called Christian 
nations, with the one exception of America, 
have acted in a similar way when they reached 
Russia’s present stage of civilization. In the 
thirteenth century all Jews were banished from 
Great Britain and their property was seized. 
In 1890 they were expelled from France. In 
1492, the very year which witnessed the dis- 
covery of America by Columbus, they were 
cast forth from Spain, where they had lived 
protected by the Moors for six hundred years, 
to wander through the world as hated exiles 
and frequently to perish by starvation or by the 
slower agony of the slave whip. If received at 
all in many Christian cities, they were hived in 
certain limited districts like the Ghetto at 
Rome. Moreover, by a refinement of torture, 
Jewish children under fourteen years of age 
were taken from their parents and retained in 
Spain and Portugal to be brought up as Gen- 
tiles, so that in their madness Hebrew mothers 
would sometimes murder their own offspring 
and then commit suicide. The Jews are hated 
to-day the world over and in many parts are 
not allowed to reside in certain communities. 
They are a people so far without a land, and 
there is a land without a people. 

Just here, we ought to seek an answer to the 
question, “ Why is it that the Jews are made 
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to suffer in such a manner?” This question is 
frequently asked and a variety of answers is 
given to it. The real and only answer to that 
question is found in our prophecy, when it 
says, “For the overspreading of abomina- 
tions.” Let us try and understand this state- 
ment, for it unfolds to us the real reason for 
the wars, pestilences, famines, desolations and 
afflictions in the earth during this age. There 
are two words in this phrase we must note 
carefully, “abominations” and “ overspread- 
ing.” ‘Three distinct words are rendered in the 
English Bible by “ abomination,” and they all 
signify things or practices abhorrent to Je- 
hovah and opposed to the ritual or moral re- 
quirements of His law. The worship of idols 
was utterly abhorrent to the Lord, and hence 
was an abomination. Everything akin to 
magic or divination was an abomination unto 
Him. This word “ abomination ” is used three 
times in Daniel (chapters 9:27; 11:31; 
12: 11) and is referred to by our Lord (Matt. 
24:15). Now what is the abomination, the 
thing or the practice which is here described as 
abhorrent to Jehovah? ‘There is no doubt but 
that the reference in chapter 11: 31 is to the 
act of Antiochus when in 168 B. c. he offered 
a sow upon the altar and then compelled the 
Jews to eat swine’s flesh. ‘This was not only 
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abhorrent to Jehovah, but it was abhorrent to 
the religious sense of the Jewish people as well. 
The prophecy of our chapter, however, does 
not refer primarily to this act of sacrilege. 
Antiochus was a prototype of the world power 
yet future when his act was committed, and so 
in chapter 12: 11, we read about the ‘ abomi- 
nation that maketh desolate,” or bringeth down 
the desolation which shall in the future be 
“set up.” This is the abomination that our 
Lord specifically referred to in the words 
(Matt. 24: 15), “ When ye therefore shall see 
the abomination of desolation,” or the abomi- 
nation which bringeth down the desolation, 
“spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 
holy place,” then “ whoso readeth, let him un- 
derstand.” What was the abomination that 
stood in the holy place? This was something 
that occurred when the Roman soldiers took 
the city of Jerusalem in 70 a. p. According 
to Josephus, when the city was captured the 
Roman soldiers entered the most holy place of 
the temple, taking with them the ensigns of the 
Roman Empire, the eagles. There in the tem- 
ple they offered sacrifices to the Roman Eagles. 
That act on the part of the Roman soldiers 
with Titus, their leader and general in com- 
mand, was utterly abhorrent to the Jewish peo- 
ple and extremely hated by Jehovah. ‘That was 
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the act that brought down desolation, afflic- 
tion and utter destruction to the Jewish nation, 
religion and polity. But neither the act of 
Antiochus nor the act of the Roman soldiers 
in the temple is primarily the abomination 
mentioned in our passage. There is another 
and a greater one which was committed by the 
Jews themselves as a nation, and in its final 
analysis that was the one that brought the deso- 
lation upon the national people of God. 

Before we notice what this abomination was, 
and is, in history, let us try and get the mean- 
ing of the word “ overspreading ” in the pas- 
sage. Let us quote it again, “For the over- 
spreading of abominations, he shall make it 
desolate.” Instead of the word “ overspread- 
ing,” in the Revised Version we have the word 
“wing,” and the passage reads thus: “ And 
upon the wing of abomination shall come one 
that maketh desolate.” Auberlen translates 
this, “ On account of the desolating summit of 
abominations will wrath be poured out on 
the desolate.” The word “ overspreading,” 
“wing,” or “ summit,” in these different trans- 
lations, literally means “ pinnacle.” The pin- 
nacle of the temple was the highest part of the 
temple. It could be seen above all the other 
parts of the building, and, in fact, it was far 
above every other building in the city. It was 
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used as a figure of that which was the highest. 
The idea is that of climax. What we have in 
the passage is the climax of abominations, or 
an act abhorrent to God which overspread 
every other abhorrent act, past, present or fu- 
ture. Let us paraphrase the thought in a 
phrase something like this, “ On account of the 
climax of abominations committed by the un- 
holy people against the Holy One, even the 
Messiah, desolations are determined.” Israel 
reached the climax, or summit, of her abomi- 
nations against God and so brought down upon 
herself the predicted desolations, by murdering 
and utterly rejecting the Man of Sorrows, their 
Redeemer and Saviour. This is the real reason 
why for two thousand years there have been 
wars, civil, national, international, social, in- 
dustrial, and even ecclesiastical. Yes, this is 
the real reason why there have been pestilences, 
famines and earthquakes in various places. 
The Jewish people have been suffering great 
afflictions, persecutions and tribulations for 
over two thousand years because they have 
brought down upon themselves their desola- 
tions through the rejection of the Messiah. 
No rest will come to the Jewish nation and no 
peace will come to the world and no deliver- 
ance will come to the Church until all recog- 
nize the Christ in saying, “ Blessed is he that 
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cometh in the name of the Lord.” The climax 
of abomination committed by the Jews was the 
crucifixion of the Man of Sorrows, and ever 
since that time, their rejection of Him as the 
Redeemer and Messiah. When about going to 
Calvary, they cried out, “ His blood be upon 
us and upon our children,” and that prayer of 
theirs has been answered, is being answered 
more and more and will yet be answered in 
their history down to the end. 

It is of interest to notice that the “three 
days and a half ” referred to here in Daniel is 
mentioned also, twice over, in the Book of 
Revelation (11: 9-11). Doubtless, the same 
period of time is designated in Revelation as is 
specified in Daniel. According to the Revela- 
tion, it is that age when the anti-Christian 
world power, or state, has the ascendancy over 
the godly elements on the globe. In a word it 
is that age throughout which the earthly rules 
over the heavenly kingdom. It is the very age 
during which the “ two witnesses,” the Church 
made up of saved Jews and Gentiles, united by 
faith to the two olive trees of Christ’s Priest- 
hood and Princehood, being replenished con- 
tinually by the oil of the Holy Spirit, give 
forth their testimony and die, being cast out 
and despised because of that testimony. It is 
the age, too, at the close of which the Church 
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will have her resurrection, rapture and reward. 
By a comparison ofthe passages in Daniel 
and Revelation, where the period of three and 
a half days is described and prefigured, there 
is no doubt but that the age referred to is the 
dispensation spanned between the death of 
Christ on the cross and His Second Coming in 
Glory. 

Moreover, it will be noticed that the period 
of time described by the “three and a half 
days” is measured and designated in the Book 
of the Revelation as “forty-two months” 
(chapter 11: 2-13, 15) and “a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days” (11: 3, 12, 16). 
Here we have two different ways of measuring 
and marking the same period of time,— three 
and a half years” is exactly forty-two months. 
Forty-two months with thirty days to the 
month gives exactly one thousand two hun- 
dred and threescore, or sixty, days. This pe- 
riod is also marked as (12: 14) “a time, and 
times and half a time.” ‘This is the period re- 
ferred to also in Daniel, the seventh chapter 
and twenty-fifth verse. This is the age, ac- 
cording both to Daniel and Revelation, when 
the world power has authority over the people 
of the Most High (Dan. 7: 25; 12:7; Rev. 
12:5). This age began with the crucifixion of 
Christ, is going on now and will end with the 
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manifestation of Christ. Yes, according to the 
Book of the Revelation, it is the selfsame age 
during which the sun-clad woman, Israel, is 
divinely nourished, yet persecuted in the world 
wilderness (Rev. 12: 6-14). It is the very 
age, also, as noticed before, during which the 
“two witnesses,” the Church, gives forth her 
testimony, clothed in sackcloth (11:3). Fi- 
nally, it is that age during which the “ holy 
city,” Jerusalem, her polity and her people, are 
trodden under foot by the Gentile powers 
(12:2). Our Lord predicted that such a 
treading down would be experienced by His 
people throughout this age, for He said (Luke 
21:24), “And Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” The “ times of the Gen- 
tiles” began when the nation of Israel went 
down and out in blood under the Roman Em- 
pire, and ever since that time the Gentiles have 
been in control of the “holy city.” First, the 
city was ruled by the Romans, then by the 
Saracens, for a short period by the Crusaders, 
for about six hundred years by the Ottoman 
Turks, and now, thank God, by the British! 
This condition for the Jewish nation will 
not last forever. ‘There is a time coming, 
tokens of which are now abundant and ap- 
parent, when Israel’s tribulation and dispersion 
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will end and the rule of Gentile powers over 
them will forever cease. Now, it is clear that 
the ‘“‘ three days and a half,” “ twelve hundred 
and sixty days,” “ forty-two months,” and 
“time, times and half a time,” all describe and 
designate the same period in the world’s his- 
tory. This period is not altogether future. It 
is now. It has been going on for over two 
thousand years, and how long in the future it 
will continue no human being can predict with 
safety. It is an age of blackness and dark- 
ness, an age of tribulation and affliction, an age 
of wars and rumours of wars. It is the age of 
“the great tribulation’ mentioned in Revela- 
tion 7: 14. Sometimes we hear Bible teachers 
speak of “tribulation saints” as though there 
were other saints in this age than tribulation 
ones. All the people of God, whether they be 
the national or spiritual people of God, are 
“tribulation saints.” It is through much trib- 
ulation that God’s people enter the kingdom. 
Jesus told the disciples before He left them, 
and His message is for us, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation.” The tribulation period 
will not begin with the Second Coming of 
Christ, but rather end with that event. Our 
cry is “ May that event transpire very soon.” 
The Church sends up the prayer, “ Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” 


IV 
THE LAST DAYS 


ET us now notice how the age between 
the Advents is depicted elsewhere in 
the Bible. We shall not note all of 

these passages, but only a few of them. There 
are several passages in which this age is spoken 
of as “the last days.” The first passage in 
which we have the phrase, “ the last days,” is 
in Isaiah (2: 1-5). It is well that we should 
quote the whole passage for the reason that it 
is often misinterpreted and misapplied. It 
reads: 


“And it shall come to pass in THE Last 
Days that the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto it. And many peo- 
ple shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of 
his ways and we will walk in his paths: for out 
of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many peo- 
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ple: and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
O, house of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in 
the light of the Lord.” 


Notice that the passage contains a prophecy 
of several things that will take place within 
“the last days.” It is predicted in the passage 
that the visible Church on earth shall be estab- 
lished, and will be conspicuous among the na- 
tions of the earth, for she shall be exalted 
above the hills and be placed above the tops of 
the mountains. As a result of the establish- 
ment of the Church in the last days, the nations 
shall flow into it, and many will encourage 
their friends to come into the house of the 
Lord to seek His will and to perform His 
commands. ‘This part of the prophecy has been 
history for two thousand years and is being 
made history at this moment. We are assured 
in the prophecy that as a result of the estab- 
lishment of the Church in the earth and the 
nations flowing into it, the law of the Lord, 
which is the Gospel of saving grace, shall issue 
forth from Jerusalem. ‘This is precisely what 
became history at the establishment of the 
Church in the city of Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost. Just prior to the day of Pentecost, 
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and before our Lord went home to glory, He 
commissioned the disciples (Luke 24: 47) to 
go forth and to preach repentance and the re- 
mission of sins to all the nations beginning at 
Jerusalem. A little later (Acts 1: 4), just be- 
fore He ascended, when the disciples were as- 
sembled with Him on the Mount of Olives, He 
“commanded them that they should not depart 
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, saith he, ye heard of me.” 
It is a fact in history that the visible Church 
was first established in Jerusalem by the down- 
coming of the Holy Spirit, and that the law of 
the Lord went forth from that city through 
the Church, at the beginning of this dispensa- 
tion. We must notice, also, that the prophecy 
of this passage goes beyond the present in this 
dispensation and points to the closing part of 
this dispensation as well. It says, ‘And he 
(that is, the Lord) shall judge among the na- 
tions and shall rebuke the people,” and that as 
a result of His royal judgment of the nations 
“ they shall beat their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, and 
neither shall they learn war any more.” ‘This 
is a time when nations study the art of war. 
The time is coming, says this prophecy, when 
the implements of warfare shall be converted 
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into instruments of husbandry. At that time 
nations shall not learn war any more, for they 
shall have no more an occasion for it. This 
part of the prophecy has not yet been fulfilled, 
for it belongs, not to the beginning, nor to the 
center, but to the end of “ the last days,” when 
He in person shall judge among the nations. 
It is true that in Christ Jew and Gentile are 
made one and that in Him there is no more 
war between them. It is also true, when the 
Gospel of Christ is made effective by the Holy 
Spirit in human lives, that it disposes men and 
women of all tribes and nations to be peaceable, 
softens their hearts and sweetens them. When 
the love of Christ is caused to flood men’s 
hearts, then they are caused to love each other, 
for the Gospel has the power to rout all evil 
lusts and to slay all malignant enmities in the 
human heart. The early Christians, we are 
told, loved each other so much that those out- 
side of the Christian community took favour- 
able notice of it. But though this is all true 
yet this is not what is here predicted. It is 
peace for society, for the nations, for the world, 
that is here pledged. At that time all kinds of 
war will forever cease. This will be accom- 
plished only when He, the Christ of God, shall 
rule with royal absolutism in and over the peo- 
ples of the earth. Then He will with wisdom, 
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power and justice, order and overrule all the 
affairs of this world and rebuke and restrain 
all those who oppose His will for the interest 
of the earth and the race. So we see from this 
prophecy that “the last days” is a period of 
time in history,—this dispensation, which be- 
gins with the establishment of the Church on 
earth and ends with the Second Coming of 
Christ for that Church. 

This leads us to a consideration of a second 
Old Testament passage in which the “last 
days” is mentioned (Joel 2: 28-32). We 
shall not quote this passage but ask the reader 
to turn to it and make a careful study of it for 
himself. It will be observed that in the proph- 
ecy there is a promise of a general outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, following which there 
shall appear signs in heaven and on earth, ac- 
companied on earth with blood, fire and pillars 
of smoke. The sun shall then be turned into 
darkness and the moon into blood BEForRE the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come. 
Without pausing here to explain the earthly 
and the heavenly signs predicted for the “ last 
days,” notice that it is a prediction of the plen- 
tiful effusion of the Holy Spirit for a certain 
period in the future from that date described 
as “afterward.” We are not left in doubt 
about the time referred to by the “ afterward,” 
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and neither are we left in doubt about tne real 
significance of the promise made in the 
prophecy, for we have an infallible explana- 
tion and application of the prophecy given to 
us by the Apostle Peter (Acts 2: 15-21) in 
which he declares that the coming of the Spirit . 
upon Pentecost is that which was spoken of by 
the prophet Joel. 

The period of time depicted as “ after- 
ward ” by Joel is spoken of as “ the last days” 
by Peter. The promise made by Joel was that 
the Holy Spirit shall be poured out on all flesh 
in “ the last days ” and not as hitherto on Jews 
only, but on Gentiles also, for in Christ there 
is no distinction between Jews and Gentiles. 
It contained a promise that in the “last days” 
the Holy Spirit should be poured out upon all 
sorts of flesh of whatever colour, nationality, 
education, social status and even religion. It 
is a promise, says Henry, that the Holy Spirit 
shall be poured out on some of each sex of all 
the nations—“ your sons and your daughters ” 
—some of each age in all the nations—“ your 
old men and young men”—and some of all 
ranks and conditions of life—“ your servants 
and handmaids.” Then, as a result of this ef- 
fusion of the Holy Spirit on the earth, all of 
the persons upon whom He comes shall 
prophesy, or speak forth the Gospel message 
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under divine inspiration. Now, according to 
the explanation and application made of this 
prophecy by Peter, “the last days” began, or 
opened, at Pentecost, and they will close im- 
mediately before the great and notable day of 
the Lord comes, which is yet future. The pe- 
riod of time between these two events is spoken 
of as the dispensation of the Spirit, during 
which, and in every part of which, the promise 
says, “ Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” Now it is clear that 
the “last days” has endured to the present, 
for about two thousand years. Sometimes we 
are asked if these be the “ last days.” Our an- 
swer is in the affirmative. We have had the 
“last days ” since Christ was crucified and we 
are hastening on to their end much faster than 
the world dreams of. 

There are three passages more in the New 
Testament where we have “ the last days ” de- 
picted (Heb. 1:1, 2; 2 Pet. 3:3; 2 Tim. 
3: 1-8). We will notice each of these pas- 
sages briefly. ‘The passage in Hebrews reads 
thus, “ God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in TIMES PAST unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these ‘LasT Days’ 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things and by whom also 
he made the worlds.” ‘The “times past” of 
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the first verse was the old dispensation which 
closed when the veil-was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom. The “last days” is the 
period of time which opened when Christ came 
forth from the dead in resurrection life and 
glory. It is the period of time in which God 
the Father speaks to men by His Son. These 
verses show us clearly that “the last days” 
began with the resurrection of Christ and the 
effusion of the Holy Spirit resulting from that 
resurrection. The passage in Peter says, 
“ And there shall come in the LAsT DAYs scof- 
fers walking after their own lusts and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming?” Scof- 
fers are those who mock, ridicule or deride. 
They are unbelievers who make their own de- 
sires the standard for life and conduct rather 
than the will of God. Jude says (16, 17, 18) 
that they are murmurers, complainers, having 
their conduct according to their own sensual 
desires and with their mouths speak great 
swelling words and having men’s persons in ad- 
miration because of personal advantage. Ac- 
cording to Peter, these mockers or scoffers 
shall appear in “the last days.” ‘This dispen- 
sation has always had these characters, though 
it would appear that there are more of them at 
the present than ever in the history of the 
Church. Many of these mockers are profess- 
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edly religious and Christian; some of them are 
in the pulpits of all lands and others of them 
are in the professorial chairs of our theological 
colleges and seminaries. They mock at virtue, 
at law, at social custom, at liberty, at sover- 
eignty, at high ethical standards for living; 
they mock at the Holy Spirit, at the integrity 
and authority of the Bible as the Word of God, 
at the virgin birth of Christ, the virgin life 
and deity of Christ, the resurrection of Christ, 
the blood-atonement of Christ, the real pres- 
ence of Christ at God’s right hand, and the 
Second Coming of Christ in glory. In the 
passage, the specific thing at which they mock, 
ridicule and deride is the Second Coming, be- 
cause they are represented as asking, ‘ Where 
is the promise of his coming?” Of course the 
promise of His coming is in the purpose of 
God and in the Word of God. They imply by 
asking this question that if the promise be true, 
then the coming should have taken place long 
before this. Because it has not taken place, 
they imply by their question and ridicule that 
they do not believe it will ever take place. To 
mention the glorious theme of the Second 
Coming to many, even to many professed 
Christians, is sufficient to rouse them to anger. 
Yes, we have had these mockers throughout the 
whole dispensation, but more of them now than 
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ever, which confirms faith in the literalness and 
the truthfulness of the prophetic word. 

The third passage referring to “the last 
days” of which I have just made mention, is 
in the epistle by Paul to Timothy (2 Tim. 
3: 1-8), and it reads as follows: “ This know 
also, that in the LasT Days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, high-mnded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away. For of 
this sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood 
Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men 
of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the 
faith.” 

According to Isaiah, “the last days” is the 
period in which the Church is established; ac- 
cording to Joel, the period in which the Holy 
Spirit is poured out upon the earth; according 
to the Hebrews, the period through which God 
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speaks to the race through His Son; according 
to Peter, the period during which mockers de- 
ride all things pure, religious and divine. In 
this passage we have “the last days” men- 
tioned and the moral condition of the world 
during that period of time. In the passage the 
Holy Spirit calls upon men, Christian men, to 
understand what is to be the moral condition 
of the world in “the last days.” He says to 
these Christian men, ‘ Know this.” Most per- 
sons in this age are looking for a period of 
millennial bliss, purity, peace and splendour 
growing out of the holiness of the people of 
God. The reason for this is that Christian peo- 
ple have not been properly instructed on this 
point and they have not searched the prophetic 
Scriptures for the truth upon this subject. 
Many fall into false beliefs because they do 
not inquire into the Truth as God has been 
pleased to reveal it; hence, God says to us at 
the very beginning of this passage, “ This 
know,” or understand. 

Let us notice a few of the points mentioned 
here. The first is, “ perilous times shall come.” 
All we need to do is to look back and around at 
the state of things existing even in the nations 
boasting of the highest civilization and the 
greatest degree of democratic and religious lib- 
erty. Even in those nations see how personal 
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violence shows the deep-seated brutality of the 
people. No man’s life is safe anywhere if it is 
known that he carries a considerable sum of 
money. He cannot sleep behind lock and key 
even in his own house with any degree of 
safety. No man hardly dares take with him 
even a small amount of money if he should 
travel alone through the land. Then, there is 
the insecurity of our wives, mothers and 
daughters. Many women are not safe when 
their natural protectors are away. ‘They are 
afraid to go on the streets at nights and even 
to venture alone in their own neighbour- 
hoods. They are exposed to the brutality of 
debased men. Many of them have been foully 
murdered by such demonized characters. The 
Apostle says that in the “last days,” through- 
out the “last days” and increasingly toward 
the end of the “ last days,” perilous times shall 
come. ‘Those times are here and they have 
been here for two thousand years. 

The next thing mentioned in the prophecy is 
“Men shall be lovers of their own selves.” 
We need only to look out and back again to 
see that this has become history. Have the 
minds of men become narrowed that racial 
relations are ignored and men live for self? 
From the very beginning there was a love in 
the hearts of all peoples for one another, ‘This 
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love lay at the very foundation of peace in 
society and love for race and country. It 
drew men and women to mutual protection and 
lawful advancement along all lines. At that 
time there was a fellow feeling for each mem- 
ber of the body corporate. If one member of 
the body suffered, all the other members suf- 
fered with it. They flew to aid and to protect 
the unfortunate man and to deliver him from 
the power of his enemies. Of course this was 
the condition when the race was young. But 
how different the times have become! Yes, 
how different have the times been for two mil- 
lenniums! We find society in every nation, 
without exception, divided into endless com- 
binations and monopolies to further their own 
private ends and to oppress and injure all oth- 
ers. One section of society is stubbornly ar- 
rayed against another. Men combine for their 
own protection; but no sooner do they attain 
power than they in turn become tyrants and op- 
press all others not of their party. Those who 
are sufferers by such a conspiracy in like man- 
ner turn and associate themselves together with 
similar results. This explains the various 
trade unions, guilds, clubs, labour organiza- 
tions and secret societies. These are all met by 
the great monied corporations and monopolies 
which exist solely for the purpose of self-ag- 
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grandizement. Thus we see how one part of 
society is arrayed against another, and all with 
the purpose of self-protection. At the basis of 
organized society to-day, and it has been for 
two thousand years, is selfishness. It has truly 
come to pass even as the Spirit of God here 
predicted, men shall be lovers of themselves in 
the last days. 

The third mark of the last days is that men 
will be covetous, or lovers of money. Is not 
this the besetting sin of the present age? The 
greed for gain characterizes every grade of so- 
ciety; in fact it has permeated the whole mass. 
Comparatively speaking, there are a few ex- 
ceptions to this general rule. So general has 
it become and so intense that the public con- 
science is overridden, and men will resort to all 
manner of questionable things to secure their 
own ends. Having surrendered their integrity 
and good conscience, they are driven on their 
downward course until they find themselves 
criminals before God and the laws of the land. 
In their haste to get rich they practice gam- 
bling both in high and low life. ‘The same de- 
sire lies at the foundation of the millions of 
money lost every year in the land and the many 
robberies of widows and orphans of their scant 
living. Oh, how many crimes, secret and 
known, are committed just because men seek 
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to gratify their lust for money! Just a few 
weeks ago a young and brilliant lawyer, who 
has a beautiful wife and two children, was 
sentenced to thirty years in prison because he 
robbed widows and maids of their money to 
the extent of thirty thousand dollars. It is 
mooted in Chicago that we must have armed 
cars equipped with machine guns in order to 
transfer money from one bank to another and 
from the banks to the business houses. Why 
the necessity for these cars? They are for the 
purpose of protecting money and life from the 
covetous spirit of men who have developed into 
criminals because they have gratified their love 
for filthy lucre. Yes, in the “last days” men 
shall be lovers of money. 

We have not the time nor space to elaborate 
all the evils mentioned here by Paul as evi- 
dences that we are living in the “last days.” 
I read the passage over carefully and wrote 
down the complete number of the evils depicted 
and I found that there are twenty-one in all. 
Listen to them: “In the last days,” he says, 
“there will be grievous times, lovers of money, 
lovers of self, boasters, haughty persons, rail- 
ers, unholy men, men and women without nat- 
ural affection, implacable human beings, slan- 
_derers, men and women without self-control, 
fierce, haters of God, traitors, headstrong, 
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puffed up, lovers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God, men and women who hold the form of 
godliness but deny the Holy Spirit and the 
power thereof, men and women who withstand 
the truth, corrupt in mind, and reprobate con- 
cerning the faith. This is a terrible picture, 
but who will try to gainsay its historicity now? 
But I must call attention to one of these marks 
given by the Apostle. It is disobedience to 
parents. Here we come home to every family. 
How many households do we know where this 
is the great evil! Why are all our streets filled 
with hoodlums? Why are our jails and re- 
formatory schools and penitentiaries filled with 
the youth of our land from both sexes? The 
reason is that when they were children they 
were rebellious against authority and disobe- 
dient to their own parents. The foundation of 
their criminal lives was laid in their early 
homes, and growing up with this spirit it cul- 
minated in crimes that brought them to the 
prison. 

I must not leave this passage, however, with- 
out noting two more clauses of this quotation. 
The first one is “lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God.” ‘This is one of the perils that 
embarrass and menace the Church of Christ 
and the work of: the Gospel in the earth. Be- 
cause of iniquity abounding and love for pleas- 
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ure increasing, the love of many has grown 
cold. Christian men and women seem to for- 
get or perhaps they have never learned that life 
in Christ requires self-denial. Instead of self- 
denial for the Gospel’s sake, they study self-in- 
dulgence and give themselves in many cases up 
to the practice of many things for the sake of 
pleasures which are contrary to godliness. In 
the large centers of this and other countries the 
playhouses are multiplying by the hundreds. I 
was told that within a period of six months in 
the year of 1920, over three hundred large new 
theatres opened in the city of New York. On 
Sunday evenings, when the churches of our 
land are practically empty, the picture show 
places, the theatres and the dance halls are 
crowded to the doors. The whole race seems 
to be rushing after pleasure as never before, 
and yet the world has been seeking pleasure 
throughout the whole of the “ last days.” 

The second thing I wish to refer to as be- 
longing to the “last days” is that men will 
have a form of godliness at the same time 
denying the power thereof. The inward and 
operating power of true godliness is the Holy 
Spirit. To deny the power and at the same 
time retain the outward form of Christianity is 
a real peril of both the Church and the world 
to-day. All we have to do is to look back and 
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around us and we will see the “ form” of god- 
liness but are unable to detect the power within 
that form. We look at the Roman Catholic 
church with its over two hundred million mem- 
bers and we see the form, but there is no spir- 
itual power. We look at the Greek church with 
its over a hundred million members and we see 
there the form but cannot detect any spiritual 
power. Protestantism has over two hundred 
million members and we have not to search 
long to find the “ form,” but we have to seek a 
long time before we can find the real power. 
In all of these communities professedly Chris- 
tian, how many true believers on Christ are 
there? Worldliness has invaded the Church 
and many of its members cannot be distin- 
guished from the ungodly. Yet they all have 
“a form of godliness.” ‘The Church has re- 
spectability, education, and wealth, but she has 
not the power. Men and women, members of 
the church, go into clubs, guilds, societies, for 
the sake of gaining status in society, but they 
have no spirituality. This is the sad picture 
of the Church to-day. It has been more and 
more the sad picture of the Church and the 
world for two thousand years, and all testifies 
to the fact that this dispensation, and espe- 
cially the closing part of it, is the period de- 
scribed by “ the last days.” 
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Not only have we the establishment of the 
Church predicted for the last days, and also the 
mockers and the moral condition of the world, 
with God at the same time speaking to the race 
through His Son, but we also have the apostasy 
prefigured for the “last days” as well. There 
is one passage that describes this apostasy 
fully, and we ought to read it throughout. It 
is also found in Paul’s epistle to Timothy (1 
Tim. 4: 1-5): “ Now the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some shall de- 
part from the faith giving heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in 
hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared with 
a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and command- 
ing to abstain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of 
them which believe and know the truth. For 
every creature of God is good, and nothing to 
be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 
for it is sanctified by the Word of God and 
prayer.” Here the Apostle says that the Holy 
Spirit speaks “ expressly ” on this point, that is 
on the point of the apostasy during this dis- 
pensation. He also declares just when the 
apostasy should take place and the period 
through which it should continue. It was to be 
in “the latter times.” ‘The word for time or 
times here is “ kairos,’” which means a deter- 
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mined, or fixed season, or seasons. You will 
remember how in Daniel and Revelation 
(7: 25; 12: 7; Rev. 12: 14) this dispensation 
is spoken of as “ a time, times and half a time.” 
It is quite clear that the “last days” and “ the 
latter times’ refer to the same period in the 
world’s history. According to the passage be- 
fore us we are informed that in the latter times 
some, not all, shall depart from the faith, giv- 
ing heed to seducing spirits. They shall be se- 
duced from God and His Truth by wicked 
men who profess to be teachers of religion. 
They are also to take heed unto “ doctrines 
of devils.” The word “devils” here in the 
original is the same from which we get the 
word “demon.” ‘Then they are to depart from 
the faith because they listen to the doctrines of 
demons. What does this mean? What are 
doctrines or teaching of demons? In the an- 
cient heathen idolatry all great men or heroes 
were deified. They were not considered gods, 
but demi-gods, or mediators between the gods 
and men; hence, they used the word “‘ demon ”’ 
to mean these great men or heroes had en- 
deared themselves to their race by their good 
deeds. The people built temples to their names 
and addressed worship to them. It was not pre- 
cisely what they paid their gods; it was the 
form of worship which they presented to their 
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gods that was the doctrine of demons. They 
exalted the spirits of those deified human be- 
ings, prayed unto them and besought them to 
intercede for them before their gods. Now, it 
is this class of people who have departed from 
the faith. There are many to-day who wor- 
ship the “saints” so called; they offer wor- 
ship unto them and through them, and beg 
them to make intercession for them before 
Jehovah. Any man or woman who prays to 
dead men or dead women under the name of 
saints has departed from the true faith and is 
included in the apostasy of the latter times. 
This prophecy has been literally fulfilled and 
it is history before our eyes at the present time. 
Throughout this age there has been apostasy 
from the faith, at times more than at other 
times less, but it has continued to the present 
and will become more and more intensified as 
the age proceeds to the close. 

There is a second mark of this apostasy,— 
“ speaking lies in hypocrisy.”” It would be alto- 
gether unfair for us to say that there are no sin- 
cere and really truthful people in the apostasy 
described. The passage does not say such a 
thing and we had better be very careful not to 
overstep what the plain teaching of the proph- 
ecy before us declares. It says that those who 
are in the apostasy, intentionally or otherwise, 
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deceive themselves and others who come under 
their influence. Now, are there any to-day who 
are teaching lies for truth, lies for truth in 
hypocrisy? All we need to do is to look around 
us again. We see thousands of men and 
women carrying the name of Christ saying that 
they are the only Christians in the earth, doing 
this very thing. They are principally in the 
Roman and Greek Catholic churches. Some of 
them are within the Protestant communities 
also. ‘They have in almost all their churches 
and temples “relics” of the saints, and they 
teach their followers that these bones heal the 
sick and work miracles on, for and among the 
faithful. They claim that the blood of certain 
so-called saints is liquified at certain fixed sea- 
sons of the year. In Lourdes, France, they 
have a chapel built over a spring where the 
Virgin Mary appeared to a young peasant girl 
and revealed to her that those waters would 
supernaturally cure all the ills to which human 
flesh is heir. Hither now crowds of people 
make pilgrimages every year to be cured. See- 
ing how profitable this was to the Church, the 
Canadian priests have invented a similar fable 
at Saint Anne’s in the province of Quebec. In 
addition to the above, every priest professes to 
work a miracle in the mass when he, by the 
exercise of his superhuman power, turns the 
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bread into the literal flesh of Christ and the 
wine into the literal blood of our Lord. He 
tells the people that no longer is the bread 
bread, or the wine wine. ‘They taste like 
bread and wine, smell like bread and wine, look 
like bread and wine, and feel like bread and 
wine, even after the priest has “changed” 
them, but they are no longer bread and wine 
according to him, but the real blood and the 
real flesh of Christ. The people believe this 
and hence their reverence for and worship of 
the “ wafer ” and the “blood.” This explains 
quite sufficiently what it means to teach lies in 
hypocrisy. The priests know that these pro- 
fessed miracles are false. The bread and wine 
are still bread and wine after the priest has 
blessed them. This is so with all such miracles. 
It is teaching lies in hypocrisy and those who 
do such a thing, whether Catholic or Protes- 
tant, merely to deceive people for the purpose 
of selfish advantage, religious or otherwise, 
are included in the falling away mentioned in 
our prophecy. This practice has been going on 
in this dispensation practically from the be- 
ginning, is in progress now, and will continue 
until the consummation. 

There is a third mark of the apostasy given 
in this passage. It is “ forbidding to marry.” 
We read in the Bible that God made male and 
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female at the beginning. He paired them first 
at the creation, making them one flesh in the 
holy marriage relation. When we turn to the 
New ‘Testament we read that “marriage is 
honourable in all.” It does not say that it is 
honourable for some persons and not for oth- 
ers. It does not say that it is right for the 
“laity ’ and wrong for the “clergy.” It does 
not say that it is wrong for the “ sisters ” and 
right for the ordinary women of the com- 
munity. Are there any peoples about us or 
have there been any who for religious purposes 
forbid to marry? Yes, I think there are. All 
bishops, priests and higher clergy in the Roman 
Catholic church are strictly forbidden to enter 
the bonds of matrimony. ‘There are many in 
the Episcopalian churches of the world who 
voluntarily take upon themselves the vow not 
to marry. It is considered so great a crime in 
the Roman Catholic church for their priests to 
marry that if they should they are excom- 
municated forthwith. If one of their number 
is betrayed into sin and commits adultery, he 
is not excommunicated but retained as a priest, 
and his only punishment is confession and re- 
moval perhaps to another place. ‘Thus it is 
clear that logically marriage is a greater crime 
to one of the “ clergy ” than breaking the com- 
mandment which says, “ Thou shalt not com- 
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mit adultery.” The same is also true of the 
nuns and other celibates in their church. If 
one of them were to marry she would have 
meted out to her the extreme punishment of 
the “church.” They urge their women to wed 
the church and not a man, and should they 
break the vow they are required to take, they 
would be expelled from their order and all 
churchly consolation would be refused them 
while in this condition. The Roman Catholic 
church is the only church, as a church, on the 
earth which forbids to marry. That church is 
in the apostasy described in this prophecy. 
How long have we had this apostasy? Read 
and study the history of the Roman Catholic 
church and you will find out. This apostasy, 
according to the Apostle, was for the latter 
times, this dispensation. 

There is a fourth mark given here of the 
apostasy. It is “‘ Commanding to abstain from 
meats which God hath created to be received 
with thanksgiving of them which believe and 
know the truth.” According to Genesis (9: 3) 
God gave the flesh of every animal to man for 
food. There was no reservation of any kind 
whatsoever. It is lawful in the sight of God 
for men to eat all kinds of flesh when and 
where they please, that is, when such flesh is 
received by them with thanksgiving. But in 
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the apostasy described and foretold here, meat 
shall be forbidden. Moreover, the prophecy 
says “that every creature of God is good and 
nothing to be refused,” for “it is sanctified by 
the word of God and prayer.” Now it is a 
noteworthy fact that the Roman Catholic 
church has laid down restrictions for them- 
selves and the “laity” along this line. They 
forbid their members to eat meat on certain 
days. They bind their consciences with their 
false teachings so that the people feel they have 
committed a greater sin by eating meat on 
Fridays and during “Lent,” and on certain 
other feast days, than they do in disregarding 
God’s specific and special commands. Here 
human instructions take precedence over God’s 
word. The pope takes the place of God and 
forces his blind and ignorant followers to cast 
discredit on the gifts of divine grace to the 
race. If he so chooses, he can permit them to 
eat meat on any of these days and they sin not, 
thus making his decree more potent than Bible 
teachings. There is no other body of people 
in the world who adhere to such false views 
as these. ‘They clearly hold that the eating of 
meat on certain days or certain seasons is detri- 
mental to moral and spiritual life. It would 
look as if they held to the idea that sin was 
resident in the physical part of our make-up, 
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and not within a moral life that inhabits the 
body. 

Now I think enough has been said to show 
clearly that the “three and a half days,” 
“twelve hundred and sixty days,” “ time, times 
and half a time,” “three years and a half,” 
“forty-two months,” “the last days,” and 
“the latter times,” all refer to the same period 
in the world’s history—the age spanned by the 
First and Second Advents of our Lord. Ac- 
cording to an unprejudiced comparison of the 
many passages referred to and their applica- 
tion to historical events as they have taken 
place and are now being realized as history 
before us, it is clear that the Church and the 
world have been in this period for about two 
thousand years. Just where we are in this pe- 
riod at the present moment, we are not able to 
declare. We are in the midst of the events 
somewhere, and it looks as if the age would 
soon terminate and the three and a half days, 
or years, come to a close. It certainly cannot 
continue in history very much longer. 


V. 
THE END OF THE HALF-WEEK 


T remains for us to glance at an event that 

| is to take place at the very end of the 
three days and a half period. I think that 

the last part of the twenty-seventh verse refers 
to that event. In the Authorized Version, the 
reading is “ For the overspreading of abomina- 
tions he shall make it desolate, even until the 
consummation (or the full end) that deter- 
mined shall be poured upon the desolate.” In 
the American Standard Version it reads, 
“Upon the wing (or climax) of abominations 
shall come one that maketh desolate; and even 
unto the full end (of the three and a half days 
or years) and that determined, shall wrath be 
poured out upon the desolate.” ‘‘ The deso- 
late” are the last words in each of the read- 
ings. “ The desolate”? may mean that which 
is made desolate, such as the holy city, the na- 
tion and polity, or that one which makes deso- 
late or brings about the desolation. In the one 
we are made to think of the people who are 
suffering tribulation; in the other we are made 
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to think of a power by which the people are 
compelled to suffer. In chapter 12: 11 we read 
of an abomination that maketh desolate which 
was yet to come, and doubtless the primary ref- 
erence is to the Roman Empire. Tregelles 
translates “ poured upon the desolate ”’—“ the 
causer of the desolation,” and says that the one 
referred to in the prophecy is anti-Christ, who 
at that time was yet to come. The thought 
seems to be this: the one who maketh desolate 
shall be made desolate. The one who made 
Israel desolate in the first captivity was the 
Babylonian Empire. The Babylonian Empire 
in turn for her sins against Israel was made 
desolate by the desolater, the Persian Empire; 
the Persian Empire in turn made Israel deso- 
late, especially under Antiochus Epiphanes, 
and in turn was made desolate by a desolater, 
the Grecian Empire. Wrath was poured out 
upon all these world empires because of their 
treatment of the national people of God. Then 
the Grecian Empire made Israel desolate and as 
a punishment for her sins was made desolate 
by the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire 
made Israel desolate in 70 a. p. and from that 
time the Hebrew Kingdom has been in utter 
ruin. Primarily speaking, the desolater of our 
prophecy was the Roman Empire, but the Ro- 
man Empire of that day was an archetype of 
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world governments federated throughout this 
age. In its divided and fragmentary form we 
have the Roman Empire now embodied in the 
world power. All the laws by which the world 
is governed to-day are based upon and issue 
from old Roman laws. The desolater of this 
passage is, then, the world power as it will be 
at the end of this age. The prediction here is 
that a time is coming, and that time will be at 
the close of this age, when divine wrath will be 
poured out upon the desolater and Israel shall 
be forever delivered. 

The wrath to be poured out upon the deso- 
later of the Jewish people is foreannounced 
and prefigured elsewhere in the prophecy by 
Daniel. In the first place we see it in the utter 
destruction of Daniel’s mystic metal man 
(chap. 2: 31-45). In the vision of Nebuchad- 
nezzar we see the world empires as they were 
to arise, continue and ultimately fall. It would 
appear from the dream that the king had been 
thinking about the future of his empire and 
also those that would succeed him. He was 
therefore given a vision of a great metal man 
out on the plain of Dura, the head of gold, the 
bust and arms of silver, the abdomen of brass, 
the legs of iron, the feet of iron and clay 
mixed. The head represented the Babylonian 
Empire, which was government by absolutism. 
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The king of that empire was responsible to 
none above him and dependent upon none be- 
low him. Whom he would he could keep 
alive, and whom he would he slew. Whom he 
would he set up and whom he would he put 
down. Absolute authority was in his hand. 
That form of government continued from 913 
to 539 B. C., covering a period of three hundred 
and seventy-four years. 

There followed that form of government 
represented by the bust and arms of silver. 
As silver is inferior to gold, so was the second 
form of government inferior to the first. That 
form of government was the Medo-Persian, 
and was sovereignty by oligarchy. When 
Babylon fell and Persia came into power, the 
form of government was changed. Absolute 
authority was not now in the hand of one man, 
but in the grasp of many and was a kind of 
representative democracy. It continued for 
two hundred and eight years, from 539 B. c. 
to 331. 

The empire that followed the Persian power 
is represented by the abdomen of brass. We 
are distinctly told that this part of the metal 
man was a prophetic illustration of that form 
of government that would succeed the Medo- 
Persian, which was the Grecian Empire under 
Alexander the Great. It continued to hold 
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sway over the peoples of the earth for three 
hundred and four years, from 331.to 27 B. c. 
Alexander the Great was the son of Philip of 
Macedon, King of Greece. Macedon was a 
great warrior. His son, who later became 
Alexander the Great, was only sixteen years of 
age when he was left in charge of the govern- 
ment. At eighteen years of age he won great 
victories in war, and on his return from battle 
the father said unto him, “ My son, seek an- 
other kingdom. This kingdom is too small for 
thee.’ When not yet twenty years of age, on 
his father’s death, Alexander came to the 
throne of Greece. After punishing his father’s 
enemies and putting down certain uprisings he 
set out to conquer the world. He only had 
30,000 foot men and 5,000 horse. He went 
north, crossed into Asia Minor and descended 
into Palestine and Egypt, and thence as far 
east as into India. He went about shedding 
blood and distributing Greek literature in all 
parts. Under Alexander, or in the Grecian 
form of government, decisions were made by 
the sword and hence that form of government 
was sovereignty by militarism. It came to an 
end, as I said, in 27 B. c. 

The next form of government which suc- 
ceeded this one is represented by the legs of 
iron and the toes of iron and clay. The metal 
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man was iron down to the beginning of the 
toes. As silver is inferior to gold, brass in- 
ferior to silver, so iron is inferior to brass. 
This tells us that the form of government rep- 
resented by the iron was inferior to the form of 
government represented by the brass. You will 
notice that whatever the form of government 
was as illustrated in this part of the image, it 
was first one, and then became two. ‘The loins 
of the image were of iron as well as the legs. 
There can be no doubt about the form of gov- 
ernment prefigured in this part of the image. 
The Roman Empire took its rise in 27 B. c. 
and continued as one for a considerabe number 
of years, and then as two, or a dual empire, 
until 1789 a. D., which brings us down to the 
time of the French Revolution, covering a pe- 
riod of eighteen hundred and sixteen years. 
This was the imperial form of world govern- 
ment. Within that form of government the 
throne was supreme. But then we must notice 
that the metal man had feet and toes of iron 
and clay. The feet and toes were part of iron, 
which was unbending and strong, and part of 
clay, which was always elastic and easy to be 
moulded. Like the clay, the iron went out to 
the very end of the toes. We are told in the in- 
terpretation that the iron and clay in the feet 
of the image would not mix nor adhere, What 
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does this illustrate or prefigure in world gov- 
ernment? ‘The iron represents the royalty of 
the throne as it surely does in the legs of the 
man. ‘The clay, which is brittle and easily 
moulded, represents the royalty of the people. 
From the time of the French Revolution to 
the present these are the two forms of govern- 
ment that this world has had. There have 
been two sovereignties, the sovereignty of the 
throne and the sovereignty of the people, and 
this has continued now for a period of about 
one hundred and twenty years. We are now 
in the history of the toes of Daniel’s metal 
man. ‘The royalty of the throne and the au- 
thority of the people will not mix or adhere. 
The Roman Empire, according to the prophecy, 
was to exist in three forms in history; the im- 
perial, the divided or dual form, and the frag- 
mentary, confederated form. We are now in 
the last and final form of the Roman Empire. 
The metal man has his full growth, and stands 
waiting for the wrath of God which shall be 
poured out upon him. 

But the king of Babylon did not only see a 
great metal man in his vision, representing the 
rise, growth and end of world government, but 
he also beheld (chap. 2: 34, 35, 44, 45) until 
he saw a stone cut out of a mountain without 
human agency. That stone represented a king- 
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dom, or government, over the earth; a govern- 
ment, or kingdom, as literal as any of the pre- 
vious ones were or had been. He saw that 
stone roll down the mountainside and smite the 
image on its toes, grind the whole image into 
powder, and then scatter it to the four winds 
of heaven. The smashing of the metal man in 
the image was a prophecy of what would take 
place with world governments when the king- 
dom of the heavens would be established over 
the earth. It is noteworthy that the whole 
image was standing when the stone came crash- 
ing down the mountainside, and that the image 
was smitten first upon its toes, representing the 
fragmentary form of the Roman Empire as 
seen now in world government. This stone 
as seen in the vision, after having smitten and 
crushed the great metal man, then grew until 
the prophet saw it fill the whole earth. This 
was a prophecy of the permanence and univer- 
sality of the kingdom of the heavens. The 
Stone Kingdom, prefiguring the kingdom of 
the heavens on the earth, was established upon 
the ruins of the gold, silver, brass, iron and 
clay, pointing down the ages to the ruin of 
world governments upon which the dominion 
of God will yet be set up. That dominion will 
supersede every other dominion, will appear 
suddenly and unexpectedly and will be endless 
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in its duration. In what happened to the 
king’s metal man by the stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, we have a prophecy 
and pledge of what will happen to all world 
governments as they will be upon the earth 
when the Lord Jesus Christ appears a second 
time in glory. That picture speaks of desola- 
tion, final and complete. 

This was the picture of future world empires 
as seen by the head, or king, of one of those 
empires. As seen by him they were most 
glorious and excellent, but their end was ter- 
rible. He looked upon those empires from the 
outside, taking only the human aspect of them. 
But Daniel also had a vision of the rise, course 
and end of world governments. ‘This vision is 
recorded in the seventh chapter of his book. 
Daniel was not a king ruling over a kingdom, 
but a subject living within a kingdom, and so 
he was made to look upon the kingdoms of the 
world from within. He saw world govern- 
ments as wild, ferocious beasts. It is impor- 
tant to notice that throughout the history of 
world empires their heraldic insignia have al- 
ways been beasts and birds of prey. 

Daniel is represented as standing on the sea- 
shore and looking out over the stormy deep. 
The four winds of heaven concentrate their 
forces upon the deep and the sea is lashed into 
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a furious storm. ‘The winds of the heaven 
stand for evil influences of one kind or another. 
As Daniel looks out into the sea through the 
storm, he beholds four great beasts arise out of 
the waters. We are distinctly informed that 
the beasts prefigure kings and governments of 
the earth. The restless, stormy sea represented 
the unorganized, restless, barren, unstable pop- 
ulace. When the beasts are seen coming out 
of the stormy sea, in that we have represented 
the political origin of human governments. A 
little later on in the vision these selfsame beasts 
are spoken of as coming out of the earth, and 
in this we have represented the moral origin of 
human governments. Further, it will be no- 
ticed that the time when the beasts came up out 
of the sea and the earth is spoken of as a period 
between sunset and sunrise. This was the 
night season. The period between the First 
and Second Advents of Christ is spoken of as 
night, or the period of darkness. Going back 
as far as the Babylonian Empire, coming right 
on down through history to the present, pass- 
ing this date, if you wish, and ending with the 
Second Coming of Christ, you will find that it 
is night throughout in the history of the Jewish 
race. ‘That time is the time, or age, of Gentile 
domination over Israel, the national people of 
God. 
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Let us look at Daniel’s vision of world 
empires somewhat in particular. The first 
beast that Daniel saw was like a lion. It was 
not a lion but like a tion. The lion is the king 
of the lower animals, it being the noblest of 
them all. But this lion-like beast had the 
wings of an eagle. So then it was a winged 
lion. ‘There never was a beast on earth like 
that, and so there is something about this beast 
that is supernatural. As the lion is the noblest 
of beasts, so the eagle is the noblest of birds. 
But Daniel beheld until the wings of the lion 
were plucked, and the lion-like beast was given 
the heart and appearance of aman. That, too, 
was something supernatural. But man is the 
noblest and the highest of the animal creation. 
This beast, like the gold head in the metal man, 
represented the Babylonian form of govern- 
ment. In the three animals included within 
that beast we see human government by 
absolutism. 

But the second beast that Daniel saw was 
completely diverse from the first, for it was like 
a bear. There is a great difference between 
a human, winged lion and a bear. ‘This bear- 
like animal was higher on one side than the 
other. According to my observation, a bear 
is always lopsided. ‘This lopsided bear of 
Daniel’s had three ribs in its mouth, showing 
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that it had killed or destroyed some other 
animal or animals. The ribs had the power of 
speech, and said to the beast, “Arise, and 
destroy, or devour, much flesh.” This beast 
was the heraldic insignia of the Persian Gov- 
ernment, the three ribs, in history, standing for 
Persia, Babylonia and Egypt. Like the silver 
in the metal man, the bear prefigured govern- 
ment by oligarchy, or representative democ- 
racy, which ensued in the history of the race, 
as I said, from 539 to 331 B. c. We have 
the oligarchy, or representative democracy, 
on the earth to-day. 

The third beast mentioned in Daniel’s vision 
is that of the leopard, or an animal like a 
leopard. The leopard is one of the most beau- 
tiful of all the animals that God has made. It 
is long, sleek, agile and famous above all other 
beasts for its ability to spring from one place 
to another. In one moment the leopard is at 
one place, and the next moment it is somewhere 
else. But this beast, like the lion, was winged. 
He had on his back four wings of a fowl, or 
buzzard. ‘This tells of its terrible swiftness 
in motion. With the wings it had four heads. 
These heads tell of kingdoms or governments. 
What is here prefigured was actually fulfilled 
in history under the Grecian Empire. In 331 
Alexander the Great came into power and con- 
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tinued until 27 B. c. When his kingdom was 
established over the earth and he had gone 
down and out through a life of debauchery, 
his dominion was divided into four different 
sections under four of his generals. In this 
condition his kingdom settled down and re- 
mained until brought to disaster by the govern- 
ment that succeeded it. ‘Thus we see how liter- 
ally history, as far as world governments were 
concerned, was cast in the mould of proph- 
ecy. 

This brings us to the fourth, and last beast 
that Daniel looked upon, coming out of the 
stormy sea. This beast was diverse from all 
others that had preceded it. It was a combina- 
tion of the lion, the bear and the leopard and 
had many characteristics distinct from them 
all. In its general appearance and conduct, it 
was dreadful and terrible. It had great metal 
teeth, brazen foot-nails and from its head 
sprung up ten horns. As this terrible beast 
moved from place to place, it devoured and 
broke in pieces and what it could not devour 
and break in pieces, it trampled and destroyed 
with its feet. There never was and never 
would be in history a beast just like this one, 
and so we are led to think that there was some- 
thing in this beast far above or below what- 
ever appeared in nature. This beast had the 
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power to devour, destroy, divide and dominate 
with unsurpassing cruelty. 

Daniel became very much concerned about 
this anonymous animal and the time of its 
existence and operations, and so he eagerly 
sought and obtained divine illumination upon 
the subject. He is told (7:23) that the 
fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom, gov- 
ernment or world power upon the earth, which 
shall be different from all other governments, 
and which shall be universal, absolute and yet 
fragmentary. He is also informed that the 
government represented by this beast shall 
continue for a “time, times and half a time,” 
which is the present dispensation, during which 
period it shall dominate the godly elements on 
the earth. ‘The first three beasts in this Vision 
represented human governments that lasted 
only for a few hundred years; this one photo- 
graphed in advance an earthly government that 
would continue for thousands of years. The 
form of human government set forth in this 
picture is composite, made up of absolutism, 
oligarchy, militarism and democracy, united in 
one by the bonds of imperialism. This is pre- 
cisely the form of human government, speak- 
ing in a general way, we have in the earth 
to-day, and will have until the consummation 
of the age. This beast illustrated the principles 
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of selfishness, force and crushing cruelty, and 
it is on these principles, and by these principles, 
that the world order is now established. 

But Daniel is not so much concerned with 
the character and course of this beast and the 
government represented by it, as he is about its 
crisis or end. He wants to know, and we want 
to know, about the end of this beast. He is 
made to behold until (7:11) the beast was 
slain, its body destroyed and the whole animal 
consigned to the eternal flames. Who will 
dispute that this is exactly what we have fore- 
announced in the Revelation (19: 19-21), 
which prophecy is yet to be realized in history? 
In the vision, that beast was first slain, then 
destroyed and then committed to the fire. This 
surely illustrated the infliction of judgment by 
the power and the wrath of Jehovah, and so 
the prophet is advised (7:26) that in the 
future, when the Ancient of Days shall sit, 
when the One, like unto the Son of Man, shall 
be manifested in Glory, the judgment shall be 
fixed and the world power shall lose its 
dominion, and that it shall be consumed and 
destroyed to the very end. According to this 
prophecy, the ”reat and terrible beast of world 
power is to be consumed. ‘This is a process of 
an indefinite duration. All the old world 
powers were consumed by the flame of moral, 
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social, political and national corruption and 
they lost their dominion. World power in 
this age is to be consumed and that process has 
been going on for centuries. The flames of 
greed, vice and violence are eating at the very 
vitals of the nations of the earth and the end 
surely is complete disaster. But, the passage 
says, that the beast of human government shall 
be destroyed, undone, made unserviceable, or 
annihilated. This is not a process but an event 
that shall take place suddenly and unexpectedly. 
The prophecy tells us exactly that this will 
take place at the Second Coming of the Son of 
Man, when the saints, along with Him, shall 
possess and rule the kingdom. This, the 
prophet is advised (28) is the end, or future 
crisis, of the whole matter. Then this age, or 
Daniel’s three days and a half, is to end in 
judgment. 

When the beast of human government is 
slain, destroyed and given to the flames, then 
and only then will the Kingdom of Heaven, in 
power and glory, be disclosed in the earth. 
Now and throughout this age, we have the 
Kingdom of Heaven in Mystery; then we will 
have it in glorious Manifestation. Then the 
Son of Man will reign in absolute sovereignty 
over the earth and His government shall be 
universal, absolute and everlasting. But when 
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the Son of Man takes the kingdom, he will 
not take it alone. All that were born into His 
kingdom by the Holy Spirit in all the ages will 
be gloriously associated with Him then. That 
will be the time when the Christ will be mani- 
fested in all of His risen ones, to the praise 
and admiration of both angels and men. Then 
all the saints will share the kingdom along 
with their Redeemer. Just as the heir to the 
kingdom is instructed and qualified for the 
throne he is to occupy, so God, in His won- 
drous grace and wisdom, is educating His saints 
now to share the kingdom of the world, which 
by right of purchase, belongs to Christ. It is 
a revealed truth of the Holy Spirit that the 
government of this world, as we have it now, 
shall become that of Our Lord and His Christ; 
but when He does take the kingdom and reign, 
all the saved ones shall take the kingdom and 
reign with Him, and that will be glory both 
for Him and for us. 


VI 
THE AGE OF GRACE 


\ , Y E have spent considerable time over 
the preceding ages and the last days 
prefigured by the symbol of the 
second part of a broken week, and now, in 
conclusion, let us notice the blessings promised 
for the last days. Some of these predicted 
blessings have become history; some of them 
are becoming history at the present moment; 
and others of them will become history in the 
future. 

1. The first blessing prefigured in this 
prophecy which has become a historical fact, 
is the crucifixion of Christ. The passage says, 
“And after threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself.” The 
Revised Version has it, “And after threescore 
and two weeks shall the Anointed be cut off and 
shall have nothing.” It is generally agreed that 
the Messiah, or Anointed, here is Christ, the 
Son of God, and that the cutting off refers 
to His violent death on Calvary. It should be 
kept in mind that the cutting off of the Mes- 
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siah was to take place, not at the end of the 
sixty-ninth week, but after the sixty-ninth 
week, which would be somewhere within the 
seventieth week. We learned before that the 
death of Christ was to take place in the 
“midst,” or center, of the seventieth week, 
when in grace and mercy, through His shed 
blood, He terminated all the old symbolic 
sacrifices. What does this cutting off mean? 
We read frequently about certain ones, on 
account of sin against God and the nation, 
being cut off from Israel and the covenant of 
Jehovah (Gen. 17: 14; Ex. 30: 83, 38; 31: 14; 
Lev. 7:20, 21,25; 27; 17: 4, 9; 18729; 29:8, 
20; Num. 9: 13; 15: 30). When persons were 
cut off from Israel, they were denied citizen- 
ship, placed under the ban of law, and refused 
all covenant blessings. The one cut off from 
the nation and the covenant was considered 
morally, ceremonially, and spiritually unclean 
by Jehovah and the people, the water of sepa- 
ration not being applied to him (Num. 19: 20). 
But the expression “shall be cut off” is also 
used to depict national inflictions, and when so 
employed brings before us destruction of which 
man is the instrument. We are informed 
(Psa. 37:9, 22, 34) that all the evil, the 
cursed and the wicked shall be cut off. When 
these terrible words are thus used absolutely, 
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they are never SSR ees natural death, 
whether sudden, unexpected, or unusual. Pusey 
says that they are always used in this sense to 
describe a death directly inflicted by the hand 
of Jehovah, through the instrumentality of 
man. The death that Christ passed through 
was both inflicted by God and man. Christ 
was cut off out of the land of the living (Isa. 
53:8), cut off from Israel, and cut off from 
conscious fellowship with the Father in the 
hours of His death, for He cried out on the 
cross, “ My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” (Mark 15:34). On the cross 
Jesus voluntarily put Himself into the sphere 
of suffering on account of the sins of others, 
and because of that sin being upon Him, He 
was cut off in a most terrible death, adminis- 
tered to Him by Jehovah. The death of 
Christ, then, took place once and for all at the 
beginning of the last half of Daniel’s prophetic 
week, and it shall never be repeated, for the 
reason that the atonement He made in that 
death was complete, final, and eternal. 

2. This is the first and fundamental bless- 
ing predicted for the beginning of this dis- 
pensation of grace. That blessing has become 
history and for two thousand years has been 
experienced in the life of the race. ‘The sec- 
ond blessing mentioned in this prophecy, aris- 
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ing out of, and issuing from the first, is the 
complete and absolute forgiveness of sin for 
those who believe. The angel said to Daniel 
(v. 24), “ Seventy weeks are determined upon 
the people and upon the holy city, to finish 
transgression and to make an end of sins and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity.” Daniel 
had mentioned transgression, sin and iniquity 
several times in his prayer. ‘They darkened 
his spirit and lay as a heavy pall upon his soul. 
Now they are repeated to him by the heavenly 
messenger in grace and mercy, and he is as- 
sured that in the end of the seventieth week 
they shall all be removed and put forever 
away. Notice carefully just what is promised 
here concerning the putting away of sin. 
It is decreed to “finish the transgression.” 
Transgression is the overstepping of the divine 
boundary line laid between good and evil. To 
“finish ” transgression, is to shut it up, to 
completely remove it from God’s sight, and to 
abolish it finally and completely. This surely- 
is a promise of a full atonement issuing in the 
banishment of sin and guilt from before the 
face of God. This was accomplished for all 
when Christ was cut off in death upon the tree. 
The Baptist had a reference to this when he 
exclaimed (John 1: 29), “ Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
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But the divine decree determined also “to 
make an end of sins ” in the second half of the 
week. To make an end of sin is to break its 
power, to cover it over, or to bury it out of 
sight (Rom. 4:7). The power of sin is 
broken within the individual human life by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, who enters human 
life on the condition of what Christ did 
on the cross. Sin is covered and buried 
out of the sight of Jehovah by the blood 
shed upon the tree. But the prophecy also 
says that the decree determined to “make 
reconciliation for iniquity.” The word rec- 
oncile in the Old Testament always means 
atonement. According to this the promise 
states that sin was to be removed and 
completely abolished and overlaid as with 
pitch. For the believer now, sin is gone, and 
he is as holy in God’s sight as Jesus Christ 
Himself. This was all accomplished for the 
believer by the death of Christ on the cross, 
by His ascension to the Father, and by the 
work that He is now accomplishing at the right 
hand of the Majesty on High. 

3. It is not sufficient for Christ to be cruci- 
fied for the race, and for sin, upon the divine 
side, to be put away, and so the eternal decree 
determined that “everlasting righteousness ” 
should be brought in, Righteousness was 
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promised before this as the supreme gift of 
the Messiah in His day on the earth (Isa. 
46:18). As we read Daniel’s prayer through, 
with the thought of righteousness in mind, we 
notice that the yearning desire of his heart was 
for righteousness upon behalf of himself and 
his people. This is what man, both Jew and 
Gentile, always longed for, and is longing for 
at the present moment. But what is righteous- 
ness in this sense? It is not rectitude of char- 
acter, nor rectitude of conduct, but rather a 
restoration to a right relation with the Holy 
God. We read about the righteousness of God 
(Rom. 3: 21, 22), which is apart from law and 
is attested by both the law and the prophets. 
This is the righteousness which God demands, 
provides, bestows and accepts. One has said 
that the righteousness of God is neither an at- 
tribute of God nor the changed character of 
the believer, but Christ Himself, who fully sat- 
isfied in His own Person, every demand of the 
holy law. If this be true, then Christ is the 
righteousness referred to in our passage. 

But the righteousness promised in this 
prophecy is everlasting, that is perpetual, abid- 
ing, and eternal. In the Old Testament there 
are many everlastings, for we read about the 
everlasting Father, the everlasting covenant, 
the everlasting possession, the everlasting God, 


THE AGE OF GRACE 105 


the everlasting priesthood, the everlasting 
arms, the everlasting mercy, the everlasting 
way, the everlasting kingdom, the everlasting 
burning, the everlasting joy, the everlasting 
salvation, the everlasting kindness, the ever- 
lasting name, the everlasting light, the everlast- 
ing love, and the everlasting hope. In the 
New Testament we read about everlasting life, 
everlasting grace, everlasting peace, everlasting 
fire, and everlasting torment. These are only 
some of the everlastings mentioned in the Bible. 
In this book of Daniel, we read about an ever- 
lasting kingdom (4:3; 7: 27), an everlasting 
dominion (4: 34; 7: 14), and everlasting life, 
shame and contempt (12:2). But our par- 
ticular prophecy speaks of an “ everlasting 
righteousness,’ which is an eternal, justified 
standing before God. The eternal righteous- 
ness is the same in origin, character, extent and 
duration, as the eternal redemption about 
which we read in Hebrews (9:12). This was 
something new for Israel and the world. They 
had known about a daily, weekly, monthly and 
yearly righteousness, but to learn of a coming 
everlasting righteousness, that would ever 
abide, and never come to an end, was alto- 
gether something new. ‘This is the kind of 
righteousness that the believing sinner receives 
when his sins are covered by the blood, Praise 
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God for this “everlasting righteousness” 
which was brought in, finally and forever, 
through the sacrificial work of Christ! 

4, But in our prophecy there is another 
blessing promised for the last three and a half 
days of this dispensation. The eternal decree 
determined “to seal up the vision and proph- 
ecy.”” What is it to seal up vision and proph- 
ecy? The real meaning of this symbolic ex- 
pression can only be ascertained by noticing 
the various uses to which the seal was put in 
olden times. A thing was sealed in a bag, to 
be preserved and retained. A deed, covenant, 
or letter was sealed to be authenticated. The 
stars were sealed up when their shining was 
withheld. The hand of man was sealed up 
when he was hindered from using it. Sin was 
sealed up when it was put out of God’s sight, 
to be seen no more by Him. Vision and 
prophecy are sealed up when they are con- 
firmed and authenticated by historical and ex- 
perimental fulfillment. When all the things 
which God spoke by the prophets of the Old 
Testament concerning Christ, the Church, and 
the world for this age, are fulfilled in history, 
then vision and prophecy are sealed up (Acts 
3:18). Since the close of the New Testa- 
ment, there has been no prophecy, but during 
this age prophecy has been, and is being, sealed 
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up by fulfillment in the Person of Christ and 
in the history of the ages, whether political, » 
industrial, social, economic, or ecclesiastical. 

5. Not only did the divine decree determine 
for this age that the Messiah should be cut off, 
that sin should be put away, that everlasting 
righteousness should be brought in, and that 
vision and prophecy should be sealed up, but 
that the “ Most Holy” should be anointed as 
well. Here are two things to consider: the 
“Most Holy,” and the anointing of the Most 
Holy. Some tell us that the primary refer- 
ence here is to the temple, which at that time 
wasinruins. If the reference is to the temple, 
this is the only place in the Bible where that 
sanctuary was called the “Most Holy.” 
Others tell us that the Most Holy is a reference 
to the Holy of Holies, the innermost shrine of 
the house of God. Pusey affirms that the 
Most Holy, or All Holy, here cannot be a ref- 
erence to the natural Holy of Holies. He also 
claims that the reference here is not to the 
natural temple as a whole, since the temple, as 
a whole, was never named by any part of it. 
One says that Most Holy is literally “ Holiness 
of Holiness,” that is ‘All Holiness,” and was 
a ritual term used to express the exceeding and 
absolute holiness that things or persons acquire 
as a result of their consecration unto God. 
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This significant title is never used to describe a 
place, but is always-a marked and distinguish- 
ing feature of a thing or a person devoted to 
Jehovah. I think that there was a reference 
here to the temple, or a part of it, but the 
temple had been destroyed, and would be re- 
stored to its former service and glory again. 
In this prophecy there is a promise of an All 
Holy One, for the Holy Place, which would 
come to ruin again even after its restoration. 
Because Christ was conceived by and born of 
the Holy Spirit, He was to be called “ that 
Holy Thing” (Luke 1: 35). The Lord, while 
here on earth in mortal flesh, spoke of His 
body as a temple or sanctuary (John 2: 19, 
21). In thus speaking of His body, He made 
Himself the antitype to both the Holy and 
Most Holy Places in the temple of Jehovah. 
All that the temple signified to the Jewish 
heart, and all that they looked for in connec- 
tion with that temple at their restoration from 
Babylon, was to have its true realization in 
their Messiah who was to come. At that 
time, the Jews looked forward to this; at this 
time, we look back and up to it. But pressing 
this thought further, we notice that Christ was 
spoken of in the New Testament times, by 
those who knew Him best, as “ the Holy One” 
(Acts 3: 14; 1 John 2: 20) ; “ the Holy Child ” 
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(Acts 4: 27, 30) ; and “ the Holy One of God ” 
(Mark 1: 24; Luke 4:34). I am persuaded 
that the Most Holy, or All Holy, of our proph- 
ecy, is none other than the Christ of history 
and the Lord of the Throne. 

But now what is the reference to and the 
significance of the anointing? The divine de- 
cree fixed, or determined, an anointing for the 
Most Holy, or the Most Holy One. It is true 
that the temple was anointed when completed 
as the final act in its consecration unto God. 
It is also true that the priests, prophets, and 
kings of olden times were anointed for office, 
as a symbol of their unction from on high, for 
the tasks to which they had been divinely 
called. Anointing was always the sign and 
symbol of separation unto God by the Holy 
Spirit for specific service (1 Sam. 10:1; 
16:13). If the Most Holy refers to Christ, 
then the anointing is a reference to the unction 
of Christ with the Holy Spirit for His public 
ministry here on earth, and for His private 
ministry now in heaven before the Father. 
That this is the significance and application of 
the prophecy is clear from the fact that the 
next verse speaks of the Messiah, which means 
Christ, or Anointed One. When Christ was 
here upon the earth He was known by both 
enemies and friends alike, as “the Anointed 
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One.” ‘The angels spoke of Him at His birth 
as “ the Christ ” (Luke 2: 3), and even Herod 
the Great spoke of the infant Redeemer, as 
“the Anointed One” (Matt. 2:4). Simon 
spoke of Him as “the Lord’s Anointed” 
(Luke 2:26). In his abounding joy, Andrew 
announced to his brother Simon, “ We have 
found the Anointed One” (John 1:41). 
Christ, then, is the Anointed of the Father, 
and is the One referred to in the passage before 
us. He was anointed for His public ministry 
when He came forth from the waters of bap- 
tism (Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38). He was 
anointed by the Father to speak God’s message, 
to atone for sin, and to rule in God’s Kingdom. 

6. So far we have noticed five blessings 
promised for this age, and we have seen how 
they have become history and becoming history 
moment by moment as the ages roll. But 
now let us look at another blessing pledged for 
the three days and a half of Daniel’s prophetic 
era. It is found in the first part of verse 27, 
and reads “And he shall confirm the covenant 
with many for one week.” Who is going to 
confirm the covenant? Of course, the Mes- 
siah, the Prince, the Christ, or the Anointed 
One who is mentioned by name in the previous 
verse. He will confirm the covenant as a re- 
sult of His having been anointed by the Father 
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with the Holy Spirit. What covenant is this 
that He is going to confirm? Generally speak- 
ing, a covenant is a compact or an agreement. 
In the Old Testament times there were several 
covenants; the Edenic, which covered human 
life in its innocency; the Adamic, which con- 
ditioned human life fallen and gave the first 
promise of the Redeemer; the Noahic, which 
established the principle of human government 
over the race; the Abrahamic, which founded 
the Hebrew nation and gave pledge of redemp- 
tion; the Mosaic, which found all men guilty 
and condemned; the Palestinian, which prom- 
ised the restoration and conversion of Israel; 
and the Davidic, which fixed the perpetuation 
of David’s family and kingdom on earth. 
Then there is now what we call the Covenant 
of Grace (Gal. 8: 15-29). This covenant 
rests upon and issues from the sacrificial death 
of Christ, and secures justification, redemption, 
forgiveness, sanctification, and eternal bless- 
edness, for all who believe. Unlike all the old 
covenants, man is not in the covenant of grace 
directly, for it is an eternal agreement or com- 
pact entered into by God, the Father, and Jesus 
Christ, the Son. In this covenant God pledges, 
on oath to His Son, and His Son pledges on 
oath to the Father. It is a covenant, then, 
made within the Godhead, between God the 
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Father and God the Son. The moment that a 
convicted sinner believes on Christ, who stands 
for Him in this covenant, that sinner is in- 
cluded within the Divine compact, and is for- 
ever saved. ‘This is the covenant referred to 
in our passage. 

You will notice that the Messiah, Christ, ac- 
cording to the promise, shall “ conrirm ” the 
covenant; not break it, not annul it, not modify 
it, no, not even make it, but confirm it. Christ 
did not make the covenant in His death on Cal- 
vary. This covenant was made in Eternity 
when the Father and the Son entered into a 
compact looking forward to the Redemption 
of the race. The covenant was sealed and 
ratified on the cross and promulgated in the 
Resurrection, but since His Resurrection, He 
has confirmed the covenant. ‘To confirm is to 
make firm, to fulfill, to carry out in human 
practical experience the terms of the agree- 
ment. This is what Christ is doing now by 
His Holy Spirit from the throne, not only with 
believing Jews but with believing Gentiles as 
well. You will notice that the promise is that 
He will confirm the covenant “with many.” 
The word “ many ” in this passage means mass 
or multitude, and includes good and bad out of 
all races. This is a concealed way of predict- 
ing the incoming of the saved from among all 
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the nations of the earth, which promise is being 
fulfilled in this dispensation. Christ confirms 
the covenant to individuals now, of all nations 
who implicitly and fully abandon themselves to 
Him by faith for a full and a final salvation. 
To illustrate what I mean let me tell you 
the following story. I knew a Christian gen- 
tleman who is the possessor of vast wealth, 
which he inherited completely from his father. 
His father was exceedingly wealthy and he had 
only one child, this son. Before the father 
died, he and this only son entered into a cove- 
nant or compact, which was written, signed 
and sealed by both parties. The agreement 
was to the effect that if the son married and 
had children, these children, on coming to the 
age of twenty-one years, should become pos- 
sessors to an equal amount of the original es- 
tate, with their father. This father has ten 
children, seven boys and three girls. When I 
saw him last, he told me that he was about con- 
firming covenant with his sixth child. For 
years now, as the children have reached their 
majority, one by one, the father is faithfully 
fulfilling the pledge to them, which he made 
years ago for them, with his father. By rea- 
son of his faithfulness to the agreement entered 
into by him before his children were born, they 
each in turn become the possessors of vast 
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wealth. This is something like what Christ, 
the Son of the Father, has done and is doing 
since He went Home on high. He is making 
those who are born of Him by the Holy Spirit, 
the possessors of all His spiritual blessing, 
causing them to be joint heirs with Him in the 
fullness of His Grace. 

But the passage says that the duration of the 
time through which the Messiah shall confirm 
the covenant with many shall be “ FoR ONE 
WEEK.” ‘This is the seventieth week of Dan- 
iel’s prophecy, which comprehends in its pro- 
phetic grasp the whole period of time embraced 
by Christ’s First and Second Advents. The 
covenant, as I said, was sealed in the Death of 
Christ, promulgated in the Resurrection of 
Christ and now is being confirmed in the Ses- 
sion of Christ at the right hand of God; and 
that confirmation of the covenant, speaking 
from the time when it was ratified, did not only 
reach forward in time but it reached backward 
as well and so became retroactive. In itself 
the covenant is eternal, reaching from everlast- 
ing to everlasting. In its ratification it was 
done finally and in one act, and that forever on 
the Cross. But in its confirmation, it is a 
process which has now been carried on for two 
thousand years and will continue until the 
dawning of the Eternal Morning. This full 
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week began then with the Birth of Christ, was 
broken by the Death of Christ, continues 
through the Session of Christ and will termi- 
nate at the Second Coming of Christ. Now 
Christ is making the terms of the covenant 
effective manward in the final Redemption of 
all who believe, and when the last member of 
His mystical body, the Church, is called effec- 
tually into that covenant, and made the recipi- 
ent of all the benefits of that Eternal agreement 
then the last three and a half days of Daniel’s 
Seventieth Week will close and the now Living 
Lord will take the throne of His Kingdom in 
glorious manifestation and reign supremely 
and absolutely until all enemies are subjected 
unto Him. 
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of this book in the homes of their people. 


F. B. MEYER 


Daily Devotional Commentary 


Notes on Every Chapter Throughout the 
Bible. Five Volumes, each 75c. The Set, $8.75 


“The author has selected from each chapter of the 
Bible a keynote which epitomizes the thought and teach- 
ing of the entire chapter. These inspiring notes consti-« 
tute an exposition of the most important facts and dow 
trines of Holy Scripture,.”—Christian Work. 


BE. M. BOUNDS 


Heaven 


A Place, A City, A Home. 
$1.25 


“Possessed of a wonderfully full 
knowledge of Holy Scripture, a man ST 
of unswerving faith and mystical poner’ 
insight, Mr. Bounds writes with a ; 
certitude, confidence and joyous an- 
ticipation of the eternal felicity 
awaiting the faithful believer. This 
book should be hailed with unfeigned 
satisfaction by devout Christian men 
and women.”’—Christian Work. 


ee, 
FAIMING B BLVELL~COMPART, Pinion 


EDWARD LEIGH PELL _ Author of “Secrets of 
Sunday School Teaching” 


What Did Jesus Really Teach About 
Prayer? $1.50 


Dr. Pell’s new book is a helpful inquiry into the ques- 
tion of how the Christian of to-day should use prayer, 
the greatest weapon in his arsenal, and an emphasis of 
the fact that Christ in this, as in all other matters re- 
ating rocepiewcst life and growth, is the great Pattern 
or us @ 


BIBLE STUDY 
———————————————————————s________] 


PHILIP MAURO Author of “God's Present Kingdom" 
Ruth: The Satisfied Stranger 


I2mo, 

The incidents narrated in the Book of Ruth have for 
their historical setting “the days when the judges ruled.” 
Ruth is rich in lessons applicable in a special way to the 
present democratic era of Christendom. ‘The author at- 
tempts to set forth in this volume some of the more’‘strik- 
ing of these lessons; and also to show the significance of 
the foreshadowings of Redemption-glory contained in this 
lovely and deeply interesting portion of Scripture. 


F. B. MEYER, D.D. Author of “Old Testament 


Characters 
Peter: Fisherman, Disciple, Apostle 


I2mo, 

Employing his unusual and widely-recognized gifts of 
delineation, Dr, Meyer presents a picturesque and intimate 
character-study of Peter, in which the various phases of 
his life are set forth—phases which trace his transforma- 
tion from the headstrong fisherman and denier of Jesus to 
the submissive servant and fearless champion of his Cruci- 
fied and Risen Lord. 


REV. J. J. ROSS, D.D. 


The Kingdom in Mystery 
A Study of the Parables of Our Lord Concern< 
ing the Kingdom of God. 12mo, 


An able examination of the Parables of Jesus and their 
teaching concerning the Kingdom of God. ‘The “King- 
dom” as typified in Israel, in the present-day Christian 
Church, its growth, work, purposes and rewards are all 
passed under review in an able and even exhaustive fash- 
jon. A volume every preacher and teacher and Bible 


student should possess. 
HANDY POCKET EDITION 


Twentieth Century New Testament 
New Popular Size. Cloth, 


A new pocket edition of the modern English version of 
the New Testament, which is rapidly being accepted in 
Bible study circles as the approved version for the new 
age. Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell says: “‘When I read the 
Bible to the Labrador fishermen I wish_them to under- 
stand every word, That is the reason I use the T. 
N. ae only.” 


CHRIST’S LIFE AND INFLUENCE 


J. PATERSON-SMYTH 


A People’s Life of 
Christ 


. Al PEOPLE'S 


I2mo, net LIFE OF 
A life of Christ which the 
average person will read for the CHRIST 


sheer pleasure of reading it. 
This new story of His earthly 
life ranks with the author’s best 
efforts. It leaves in every read- 
er’s mind a clean, consecutive, 
unbroken, view of the life of 
Jesus, with all the main inci- 
dents and teachings in the right 
laces. A book for which we’ve 
ong waited. 


JOHN R. COATES 
The Christ of Revolution 


Izmo, net : 

This book shows Jesus as the author of the revolution 
that will ultimately transform the whole of human life. 
The day is at hand when the power of Jesus will be rec- 
ognized as the power of God Himself. It is imperative 
to see what was in His mind. Here is the Gospel, to 
neglect which is suicide. 


BERNARD WASHINGTON SPILMAN 


Field Secretary, Baptist Sunday School Board, . 
Southern Baptist Convention 


A Study in Religious Pedagogy 


Our Lord’s Interview with the Woman of 
Samaria. 12mo, art board, net 

An able, well-received aid for Sunday school and Bible 
class teachers. It lucidly indicates the pedagogic prin- 
ciples underlying the memorable conversation Jesus had 
with the woman of Samaria. It should appeal to all who 
believe that the aim of every Bible and Sunday school 
teacher should be evangelistic. 


J. GREGORY MANTLE, D.D. 


eae enterica tant 


The Counterfeit Christ 


Old Truths and the Problems of the Hour. 
¥2mo; net. 5 

Dr. Mantle is a lucid, forceful preacher. His work 
always reflects the logical mind and ripened thought, pre- 
sented in an eloquent, choicely-phrased medium of ex- 
pression. This, his latest volume of addresses, represents 
some old Biblical truths trenchantly applied to the probe 
lems and perplexities of the present hour. 
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